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}$-The comimunication of E. L. relative to, the 
amount of importations and exportations and the 
theories entertained upon the subject of the balance 
of trade, has been received and will be inserted. 


Concress. ‘Would that we could blot out forever 
most ef the proceedings that have occupied the at- 
tention of the house of representatives for the last 
few days. We grow sick at heart in contemplating 
the scene there presented, fully persuaded as we are, 

that whatever nation allows its legislative body ha- 
bitually to recur to a state of anarchy, is unquali- 
fied for the enjoyment of a permanent republican go- 
vernment. Our task however is imperative, the re- 
cord must be preserved, if it be but to furnish an ad- 
monition to those who shall succeed the present ge- 
neration. Next number will contain,.a condensed ac- 
count of the proceeding to which we allude. 
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By the arrival of the steamer Britannia at Boston, 
on the 22d, Liverpool dates to the 4th and London to 
the 3d inst. have been received. 

A Minister Exrraorpmary—From Great Bar- 
TAIN. 

One of the most important ‘items of intelligence by 
this arrival, is the appointment of Lorp Asupurton 
as a speeial minister to the United States for the pur- 
pose of entering into negotiations for the final settle- 
ment of all difficulties between the two countries.— 
It is not probable that the position of Mr. Fox. as re- 
sident minister here will be in the least affected by 
the arrival of this new diplomatist from the British 
court. This appointment cannot be regarded other- 
wise, so far as we can judge from all that has been 
published upon the subject, than as a proof that the 
present British ministry are desirous of terminating 
amicably the various unpleasant difficulties at present 
existing. The appointment of a gentleman having, 
from weighty considerations, every conceivable in- 
ducement to preserve peace between the two nations, 
interested with and possessing the confidence of com- 
mercial men every where, associated with us by fa- 
mily connections and having large landed estates here, 
cannot but be regarded as a friendly indication on the 
part of the British government. His identification 
with the great bankers, Baring & Brothers, has fur- 
nished a pretext to the panic makers to surmise that 
one of the objects of his appointment is to demand in 
some form a recognition by the United States govern- 
ment, of the state debts owned in Europe. That one 
motive of Lord Ashburton’s visit to this country may 
be to look after the deep stake which Europeans have 
in the security of their investments in American 
stocks, we readily admit to be probable, but that any 
of them seriously contemplate urging the interference 
of the general government in the premises, we do not 
believe. They have been distinctly apprized of the 
true posture of their adventures in our funds, and 


must like ourselves, be content to keep the responsi- 
bility where it was when they contracted: We are 
prepared in all sincerity to welcome the new minis- 
ter as the harbinger of peace, persuaded that he is 
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GREAT BRITAIN. —— 
The Great Western reached Bristol on the 16th of 
December, having made the voyage in thirteen days. 
The Roscius an the 15th; after a passage of eighteen 
days. The Caledonia on the 16th, in eleven days from 
Halifax. The Acadia on the $ist, in the same time. 
‘Parliament to meet on 3d February, and the queen 
had signified her purpose of opening the session in 
person. 

Mr. Everett, the American minister to the court of 
London, with Mrs. Everett and family, arrived in 
Upper Grosvenor street, from Paris, December 13. 
On Thursday, Mr. Everett proceeded to Windsor cas- 
tle, on a visit to the Queen, and on the following day 
he took leave. On Wednesday, the 22d, he paid vis- 
its to members of the royal family in London. 

The cultivation of cotton in the East Indies, on the 
American system, it is said is proceeding most satis- 
factorily. One of the superintendents says, “It only 
requires the means, constant application, decision, 
industry, and perseverence, to make this beautiful and 
productive country the largest producer of cotton in 
the world.” 


EvRoOPpEAN TREATY FOR THE SUPPRESSION OF THE 
SLAVE TRADE.—A treaty was signed in London, Dec. 
20, by the Earl of Aberdeen on the part. of Great 
Britain. the Count St. Aulaire on the part of France, 
Baron Schlenitz on the part of Austria, Baron Koh- 
ler on the part of Prussia, and Baron Brunow onthe 
part of Russia, for the prohibition of the slave trade, 
in which it is stated the trade in slaves is declared 
piracy, and the right of search for the detection of 
violations of the treaty stipulated in the most exten- 
sive sense. A similar compact had been previously 
entered into between Great Britain and some of the 
minor powers. 


The Liberals of the city of Dublin have determin- 
ed to bring forward lord Morpeth as a candidate for 
that city, in the place of the late amiable and lament- 
ed conservative member, Mr. West, who died last 
week, after a very short illnass. 

The message of president Tyler had been received 
and read with much interest and satisfaction. ~ Its 
pacific tone caused an immediate rise in the funds. 
Tue Excueever Butt Fravp.—The final and re- 
vised statement of E. B. Smith to the treasury is to 
the following effect: 

“That he was introducod so long back as 1820 to 
Rapallo, Solari, and one or two of their associates. 
That soon after, becoming entangled in accommoda- 
tion bills, he was tempted to ‘borrow’ an exchequer 
bill of £1,000, in nla to raise money to meet his 
acceptances, 

“That a speculation was entered into by Rapallo 
and his friends, which, if successful, was to have ex- 
tricated all parties from their. difficulties. But it 
proved most unfortunate, and plunged them into in- 
creased perplexity and trouble. 

“That apparently it lay in his power at any time to 
secrete and misapply almost any number of bills, 
wanting only the signature, and by a simple forgery 
to turn them into good and valid exchequer bills. 

‘That no person of rank or public character, what- 
ever, was in any way mixed up in the transaction; the 
parties being himself, Solari, Rapailo, and another in- 
dividual, whose office was in Bassinghall street, at 
which place they used to meet and concert their plans. 

‘‘He believes the total amount fabricated to -be 


£40.000 is or is not included in this total. 

‘‘He. still maintains that this whole amount has 
been wasted, from time to time, in gambling transac- 
tions on the stock exchange.” 


Dreaprut Ramroap Accwrnt.—On the 24th ul- 
timo a train of freight cars on the Great Western rail- 
way was suddenly arrested by coming in contact with 
a mass of the embankment, that had fallen upon the 
rails at the deep cutting called the gullet. A fright- 
ful scene occurred. The engine, tender, and cars 
were dashed .to atoms. Eight passengers were in- 
stantly killed, and fifteen or-twenty very seriously, 
some of them mortally, wounded. They were ihestls 
industrious laborers and mechanics, 

From the Morning Chronicle. 


about £340,000; but it is doubtful whether a sum of 


in commercial circles, and given a tone of confidence 
to the holders of state stoeks. His lordship’s. ap- 
eset will be acceptable to the Americans, as the 

Barings have been for many years most ex- 
tensively engaged in American affairs, and, in fact, 
the agents of the American government in monetary 
operations. His lordship is besides a citizen of the 
great republic, and one of the largest landed proprie- 
tors, too, in the state of Pennsylvania. . His talents 
as aman of business are well known. He is one of 
the largest householders in the United-States, and 
ey Ashburton (late Miss Bingham).is an American 
by birth. Well versed in the history and value of 
state bonds, and of the peculiarstructure of the Ame- 
rican constitution, he will be able to press upon the 
attention of the Americans the necessity of punctual 
provision for the public engagements. The Ameri- 
cans themselves are the greatest sufferers by the dis- 
tress with which their securities are looked upon, for 
they are thereby deprived of one of their principal 
means of appees their own prosperity, and, until 
their credit restored, their trade and manufac- 
tures must be in a depressed condition. — But a satis- 
factory arrangement of their differences with this 
country is, in the first place, absolutely necessary, as 
a prelude to the future happiness and welfare of the 
union; and this important object, we trust, will now 
be accomplished. 


From the Times. 

It gives us much pleasure to announce that the 
right hon. Lord Ashburton, at the request of her 
majesty’s government,'is about to proceed to the U. 
States on a special mission, with the object of set- 
tling all existing differences between that country 
and our own. His lordship, who will sail in a few 
weeks, had been asked to. undertake this service and 
had consented to do so, before the president’s mes- 
sage had been received, so that the mission in qués- 
tion, whatever be its character’or resvits, has been 
had recourse to wholly irrespective of anything con- 
tained or omitted in that document. The step itself, 
we think, is a wise one, inasmuch as -the introduc- 
tion of new elements of irritation contingent upon 
further delay might) eventually render an amicable 
adjustment unattainable, and involve both countries 
in all the horrors of war. 


Two things are clearly demonstrated by the ap- 
pointment of this special mission: in the first place, 
that the conservative government, instead of imitat- 
ing the whigs in prosecuting a series of speculative 
political experiments are steadily addressing them- 
selves to the repair of such practical evils as, by en- 
gendering a want of mercantile confidence, Operate 
injuriously upon British commerce; and, secondly, 
that Sir R. Peel’s ministry is intent, by all practica- 
ble means, upon maintaining the blessings of peace. 


Neither must it be supposed that Lord Ashburton’s 
mission necessarily implies any deficiency in the in- 
structions or powers of the American munister at 
her majesty’s court. Those instructions and pow- 
ers, we have no reason to doubt, are. of a plenary 
order; while, from a known diseretion and abihty of 
Mr. Everett, as well as from the very short period 
during which his excellency has been in this coun- 
try, the presumption is, that, for various satisfactory 
reasons, it has appeared that the disputed points be- 
tween America and ourselves had better.he entirely 
committed to Lord Ashburton and the Washington 
cabinet. The appointment of a special dmbassador 
from this country. is, of itself, a. piece of marked re- 
spect to the United States government, which can 
hardly fail of being duly appreciated, and of paving 
the way for an amicable negotiation. _ The selection 
of Lord Ashburton for this delicate mission seems to 
us, upon the whole, to be deserving of commenda- 
tion. His lordship is, by universal acknowledgment, 
the prince of British merchants, 


FRANCE. 

The ministry have triumphed largely in the house 
of deputies, M. Sauzet being. elected president by 
129. over M. Lamartine, and of 84 over both M. 
Lamartine and M. Odillon Barrot. 


An. ordonnance had been published, accompanied 
by a report from marshal Soult, reducingthe French 
army one company in each batallion, or from 433,000 
to 344,000 men, and 15,000 horses, sy which a say- 
ing will be made of 30,000,000:franes per annum. 





SpeciAL MISSION TO THE 





not freighted With new embarrassments. 
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: nitep Srates.—Lord 
Ashburton’s appointment has been favorably received | part in the attempt to assassinate the royal duke, a 
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and Prioul are acquit- 


_ The convictior of Dupoty was considered as a vio- 
lent attack upon the freedom of the press. — 

The king of the French opened the session of the 
chambers on the 27th ult. with the following speech 
from thethrone: ; ' 
“Gentlemen peers and deputies: Since the close of 
your last session, the questions which excited in the 
east our just solicitude have just reached their term. 


queen of Great Britain, the king of Prussia, the em- 
peror of Russia, a convention which concentrates the 
common intention of the powers to maintain the 
peace of Europe and consolidate the repose of the Ot- 
tomanempire. = — i 

“The great burdens imposed upon the country have 
already experienced considerable reductions. It would 
have been my lively wish that a balance should have 
been immediately a ae betwen the expendi- 
tures and revenues of the state.. This is the result 
which we must now prepare, and you will achieve | 
without weakening our militury organization, and 
without deferring the execution of those works which 
are to increase the national prosperity. 

“A project of a law will be presented to you for 
constructing the principal lines of a great system of 
rail roads, calculated to ensure those rapid and eas 
communications with aJl parts of our territory whi 
will prove a source of force and riches to the nation. 

“7 am endeavoring, at the same time, by negotia- 
tions prudently conducted, to extend our commercial 
relations, aud open new markets for the productions 
of our soil and of our arts. 

‘Such labors honor peace, and render it stable and | 
fruitful atthe same time. I have reason to. reckon 
that it will not be disturbed, receiving from all the 
powers the most amicable assurances. 


‘‘T have taken measures to prevent any external | 
complication from disturbing the security of our Af- 
rican possessions. Our brave soldiers are pursuing 
on that land, henceforth and forever French, the 
course of their noble labors, in which I am happy 
that my sons have had the honor of concurring. Our 
perseverance shall complete the work undertaken by 
our courageous army, and France will introduce into 
Algeria her civilization as the consequence of her 
glory. 

“The financial Jaws, and others having for their ob- 
ject to introduce useful improvements in the public 
administratton, will be presented to you immediately. 


“Whatever may be the burdens of our situation, 
France would support them without difficulty if fac- 
tion did not unceasingly obstruct the course of her 
powerful activity. I will not dwell upon the intrigues 
and crimes of the factious, but let us not forget gen- 
tlemen, that it is that which debars our country from 
fully enjoying all the blessings which Providence has 
couferred upon it, and which retards the develop- 
ment of that legal and pacific liberty which France 
has at last achieved, and of which I make it my glory 
to ensure her the possession. 


‘We shall follow up the task, gentlemen. My go- 
yernment will do its duty. It will maintain every 
where and constantly the authority of the laws, and 
cause them to be respected, as it will respect them 
itself, Your loyal support will aid me. In enlighten- 
ing the country with persevering sincerity with re- 
gard to its true interest, we shall strengthen by its 
support, and by our union keep entire, the sacred de- 

site of order and public liberties which the charter 

as confided tous. Future generations will reap the 
fruit of our endeavors, and the gratitude of our country 
will be our recompense,” 


SPAIN. 

Intelligence has been received from Madrid. By 
a decree, the nt had suppressed the whole ca- 
valry of the royal guard, the officers of which all be- 
longed to noble families. These corps are to be re- 
placed by two regiments of infantry and two of ca- 
valry, to which very significant names had been given; 


nats in which the attempt is said. to have origi-| at M: 


> lombier, the owner of . “ ee ; “4 4 





the first were called the regiments of the constitution 

and Espana, and the others of Sagunto and Pavia. It, 
had been resolved that, hereafter, the guard of the} 
palace should be entrusted in turn to the different’ 
corps of the garrison. 
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roads and brid cation— 
“proposed law for abolishing the fueros of“ 
Basque provinces—for reforming the judiciary and) 
rendering judges independent. But it is a remarka- 
8 1 from a-Spanish throne: As to European 













ray -| nations, it speaks of the relations with all as friendly. | 
a that ihe life of Quenisset will |‘There is no specific allusion to the United States.— 


Treaties have been made ‘with the republic of 
dor, Uraguay and Chili, and with the other republics 
not yet recognised the same conduct will be adopted. 
Apartments were preparing for the reception of 
the infante Don Francisco and his family. © 
It was expected thut the municipal elections both 


in. Madrid.and in the provinces would be carried by }: 


the demoeratical party. : r 3 
_ The ministry had prepared a municipal bill, which 
was said to be‘extremely liberal, and no doubt was 
entertained ‘that it-would meet the approbation of the 
cortes.. Several-other bills, equally important, were 
also on the point of receiving the sanction of the ca- 
binet; and among them was ‘one ‘relative to the cot- 
tons of Catalonian manufacture, and another regulat- 
ing the corn trade. . : 
AUSTRIA. 


The French journals contain a letter from Vienna 
stating that the commercial and financial. crisis 
haying compelled the undertakers of rail roads to 
inform government that they must either suspend or 
delay their labors, the Austrian cabinet, which at- 
taches the highest importance to the termination of 
the rail road between Trieste and the Danube, has 
come to the decision to aid the contractors. <A dis- | 
arming has conséquently been ordered on a great 
scale. Thirty thousand horses are immediately to be 
disposed of, and the sums arising from this sale, and 
from others cornected with the disarming, are to be 
exclusively applied to public works, but especially | 
to rail roads. ‘ 





ALGIERS. 

Algerie, it is said. is to be constituted a vice-reyal- | 
ty, and the duke de Nemours to be made vice-roy. 
The French minister of war has received from | 
general Bugeaud a despatch, dated Algiers, Decem- | 
ber 6, containing the intelligence that seven tribes on | 


the banks of the Tafna have been sent to the mouth 


of that river to convey their chiefs to Oran. This 


| 


news was announced to the governor general ina | 


letter from Colonel] Tempourre, commandant of: 
Oran, who, with General Mustapha and one hundred | 
native cavalry, had gone to meet these new allies at | 





» | been carried outt sea, were. compelled to commence 
) ,a disastrous retreat through a country consisting en- 


e | tirely of mountain, forest, and defile 


5 | Wi Roo. sage se of two’ thousand, who eseaped 
‘|to Anapa, the w 


ead it. /or made’ prisoners; Fon ide 
from ‘Treb rebizond. Further details of this tremen- 
doug isaster of the Russians are eagerly expected. 


le of thirty thousand ‘were killed 
such are the accounts received 


' By ithe Levant mail; we have” advices’ from Con. 


stantinople to the 27th, Alexandria’ 


ntinople he~ e: o the 25th, 
Smyrna to the 29th, and Athens to the 


ith Noy, 
The armaments continue at the Porte without an 
qationat cause being assigned for such demonstra. 
ions. Jealousy of Greek intrigue, and a vague ap- 
prehension.of the future, appear to: be-the only mo- 
tives for the sultan indulging in so much unnecessa- 
ry expense. Kosrew Pasha’ is living ina retired 
manner, and apparently is not desirous of again en- 
tering into the councils of the Porte. . 
Selim Pasha, with ‘an army of 3,000 men, has 
forcibly pacified the Maronites of Lebanon; but the 
Druses retired into the mountains and defied bim. 
The chief features of the advices brought by the 
Levant mail were the change of ministry at Constan- 
tinople and the appointment of Izzet Mehemet pasha 
to, be grand vizier in succession, to Raouff pasha.— 
Accounts from Athens had reached.Malta, angounc- 
ing that the king of Greece had declined the media- 
tion of the three powers to whom the porte had ad- 
dressed complaints, declaring himself the head of an 
independent state. It was rumored that the Turkish 
set would direct its course towards Greece in a few 
ays. 


The Journal of Smyrna of the 9th ult. announces, un- 
der date Beyrout the Ist, that the energetic measures 
taken by the Turkish authorities had put aniend to 


the calamities with which Syria was visited during 


the last two months. Reschid pasha, at the head of 
a strong Ottoman force, had arrived at Zable, in time 
to prevent the victorious Christians from resorting to 
cruel reprisals against the Druses, and to repress all 
further hostile movements on either side. 

Troops sent from Damascus replaced in that posi- 
tion those commanded by Reschid pasha, part of 


| which occupied Deirel-Kamar, and the rest returned 


to Beyrout. The pasha of Damascus succeeded in 
saving the Christians of that city from the fury of the 
Mussulman population. _ Detachments of troops pa- 
trolled the streets day and night, and maintained pub- 
lic tranquillity. 

Several Mussulmen, convicted of having burnt-two 
Greek churches, had been sentenced to the galleys, 
and to the payment of the costs of their reconstruc- 
tion. The Greek patriarch having interceded in fa- 


vor of the offenders, had obtained a remission of the 


i ast : | first part of the sentence. On the 23d N ovember, an 
: sei Talboweriad aie veut stare at Ben | English war steamer reached from Malta, with orders 
a) ; Ss se } } 


Hammedi, Abd-el-Kader’s kalifa at Tlemcen, had | 
been completely defeated by Ali Yamani, who is 
allied to the French, and had been forced to retire 
towards the frontier of Morocco with only 250 horse- 
men; that this regular battalion had been so much 
dispersed that the men had disbanded and retired to 
their homes; that all his baggage had been pillaged, 
as had also been the town of Tlemcen, by the Arabs, 
and that this place had been completely evacuated 
by Abd-el-Kader’s adherents. General Bugeaud 
had sent word from Mascara that the Beni Orcloaf 
and the Beni Zerouet, on the right bank of the 
Chelif, near its mouth, were in open revolt against 
the Emir. 

General Changarnier had made another sortie 
from Blidah into the Atlas, and had brought in some 
prisoners and cattle. All the Sahel, or hilly coun- 
try between Algiers. and the Metidja, was perfectly 


| for the British to evacuate Syria. 


All the officers, 
detached here and there throughout the country, had 
in consequence been immediately recalled. 

The park of artillery landed from the fleet, and the 
rest of the materiel was already partly re-embarked, 
and the final evacuation was to take place on the 4th. 
The English station before Beyrout was to consist of 
only two steamers and a frigate. The French had a 
brig and a corvette on the coast, and the Austrians a 
corvette. The Jatter, however, were -expecting 
another vessel of war, with M. de Adelbourg, new 
consul general of Austria in Beyrout, on board. 

From Egypt we learn that the new tariff of duties 
has been put in force in Cairo, which authorises the 
exaction of 9 per cent. interior duty on exports, and 
2 per cent. interior duty on imports, whilst an addi- 
tional 3 per cent. import and export duty must be 
paid at Alexandria. 





tranquil—natives continued to come over to the 


French in Algiers, and some had reported that Ben 


Salem had been again defeated by Ben Diaf, kalifa of 
El Mokrani, who is the chief the Medjana, and alli- 
ed to the French. Licutenant Pelle had returned to 
Algiers froma razzia among the tribes of the east. 
He had brought in 800 sheep and 1,800 cattle, and 
had killed 20 Kabyles. 


RUSSIA AND CIRCASSIA. 

Intelligence had been received at Constantinople, 
by way of Trebizond, of a victory gainéd by the 
Circassians over the Russians; the. most signal and 
decisive, it is said, that has occurred since the be- 
ginning of the war. 

A large expedition, consisting of thirty thousand 
men, had been disembarked on the coast, witha 
view of prin bae the grain, which had been col- 
lected by the Circassians after the harvest, when a 
storm having suddenly risen drove’ the ships from 
their anchorage. ; 

The Circassians, availing themselves of the oppor- 
tunity, assailed them fiercely on every side, and the 


“The cotton crop of last year,’ says a correspon- 
dent, ‘thas been very small in consequence of the 
great devastation of the Nile, and it is expected that 
that of this year will not be much more abundant, 
owing to the same cause. Of 73,640 bales exported 
last. year, 20,830 bales have gone to Liverpool, 35,42! 
to Marseilles, and 16,389 to Trieste; and there only 
now remain in store about 1,500 bales more. Onlya 
few bales of the new cotton have yet arrived in Alex- 
andria.” 
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TRADE AND COMMERCE. 
Tue Trave or tHe Laces. The Buffalo Commer- 


cial..Advertiser of the 20th repeats the request that we 
will do justice to the statements they have made. with 
a view of correcting the errors which they attribute 
to General TaLimaver, but which as is shown in the 
communication which we insert below from the,gen- 





Russians, separated from their stores, which had 


tleman, ought to be attributed, if they exist, not to 
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General Tallmadge, but to Mr. Woodbury; the late se- 
cretary of the treasury, from whose official report to 
congress Mr. Tallmadge derived the statements which 
are objected to as erroneous, 


In the Register of the 15th inst. the first ene pub- 


‘seeming discrepances, and representing the village of 





lished after receiving the Buffalo paper containing 
their statements and remarks in relation to this sub-. 
ject, we inserted the article from that’ paper almost | 
entire, for the purpose of eliciting the truth. What- 
ever. and wherever truth be, to that our allegiance 
js first due, and so far as is in our power that obliga- 
tion shall be fulfilled.. Our publication has had the | 
desired effect, by calling forth the explanation which | 
follows from General Tallmadge, but which, as it re- 
lates also to another and more general topic of inter- 
est, we place under the caption of 
FoREIGNERS AVAILING.OF OUR FRee TRADE SYSTEM | 
TO MONOPOLIZE ALL TRADE. 
New York, January 19th, 1842. 

To the editor o* ** Niles’ National Register.” | 

Sin: The agent for your Register, a few dayssince, 
showed to me the paper of January 15, containing 
your remarks with extracts from the Buffalo Commer- 
cial Advertiser, of 29th ult., in relation to the address 
delivered by me at the American Institute, in Octo- 
ber last. The extract from the Buffalo Advertiser, 
says—“general Tallmadge makes the following state- 
ment, professing to be derived-from the documents 
sent to congress second March, 1841—showing the 


tonnage and vessels which entered the United States 
in 1840.” 


“The commerce and navigation on the western 
lakes exhibit acase yet more extraordinary: 


Kake Ontario. Vessels. Tonnage. 
American, 599 63,517 
British, 1,011 215,080 

Lake Erie. 

Detroit—American, 7 593 
6 British, 155 12,000 


Buffalo, Cleveland and other places seem to be omit- 
ted, and the tables are too imperfect to state the com- 
merce of the Upper Lakes.” 

Your extract continues; “the fignres here given 
for number of vessels, must of course be intended for 
entrances. 

““Now what does this statement mean? Is it pre- 
tended, in the face and eyes of facts, that the com- 
merce of Lake Erie is almost entirely in the hands of 
the British and carried on in British vessels? The 
reverse of this is known to be the case by every man 
of common intelligence, who has ever heard of the 
commercial transactions of our western waters !! "— 
This is very true, and therefore, general Tallmadge, 
declared the tabies, besides the omission of Buffalo, 
Cleveland and other places, to be too imperfect to 
state the commerce of the Upper Lakes. 

Your extract continues ‘‘to show the glaring error 
of general Tailmadge’s statement with regard to the 
business of Detroit, we give the amount of tonnage, 
registered at. Detroit; for the year 1839—all Ameri- 
can vessels—derived from an official source. There 
were 22 steamboats, 36 schooners, ‘8 sloops, 1 brig 
and 1 ship, with an aggregate tonnage of 7,472 tens. 
The return of 1840 must shew an increase of this ro- 
sult. So much for the “7” entrances of American 
vessels, with the grand total of ‘‘593” tons produced 
by their aggregated business! ”’ 

Was there ever, such an unworthy perversion of 
an address, giving a table from a public document, 
sent to congress 2nd March, 1841? The omission of 
Buffalo and other places pointed out, and the table 
declared to be too imperfect to state the commerce 
of the Upper Lakes. Yet your extract has the assu- 
rance to cal] it “general Tallmadge’s statement; and 
speaks the same strain of his “glaring errors;’’ in his 
desire to make, out his.case.” 

This bold denial, is evidently without any refer- 
ence to the table, 2nd March 1841. It is now before 
me. Jt was read at the public meeting, and it now 
is to be read; page 273. 0f Mr. Woodbury’s report 
from 1840, as follows: 


Detroitt—Michigan, 





No. Vessels: Tonnage. 


1840. 
Entered—American, 7 593 
“ Foreign, 152 12,310 
Cleared—American, 68 4,786 
i Foreign, 119 6,370 


In a like table of the commerce of the lakes. for 
1839—page 278—280. It is stated 

Det ocit—American, No. 43. Tonnage, 2,206 

Foreign, Se, “ 2,462 

In the same.table is the following— 

New York—American, 1579 

Cape Vincent, ‘* 1889—the same Cape Vin- 
centis stated 1840 ‘* 551... it will be difficult 


to gain credence, for public tables containing such , “From the Rochester Democrat. 


CANAL NAVIGATION=FLOUR, &c. 

Cape Vincent as having entered in 1839 more yessels| The canal being closed, very little has been done 
than New York, and more than double the number of in flour or wheat the past week. By reference to 
Boston. So too, the tables 1840 of “entrances” and our canul collector’s books, we find th quantity that 


“clearances” omitcertain known “districts”—Buffalo has gone east this year is much less than last. Say 
creek in particular, or any other distriets on Lake cleared from, and passing here yaar. Tr 
Erie, within the state of New York. ‘These and sev- Bols. flour. Bush. wheat. 
eral other like circumstances, induced a belief that In 1840, 1,247,524 976,067 
errors had crept into some of the tables, and they ; In 1841, 1,025,962 349,099 
were not to be relied upon as an accurate statement | eft ons Bea 

of the commerce of the lakes; especially as they set Deficiency in °41, 221,562 629,968 


down the commerce of the lakes and the Atlantic ci-| The greater part of this deficiency has occurred 
ties tothe “British American colonies” as much less since the Ist of October, as the quantity received at 
than the apparent and believed amount and shipments Schenectady, West Troy and Albany from Ist Octo- 
of American produce to Canada alone. | ber to close of navigation 


The object and the inquiry is after correct informa- | Bois. flour. Bush. wheat. 
tion. The tables do not purport to give the coasting In 1840 is 797,053 — 628,502 
trade; but only to set down the coasting tonnage.— In 1841, 594,361 407,771 
Perhaps all may be correct, and ‘all discord, be har- | ———- wipomerieviteiee? 
mony, rightly understood.” But the local press would ; Deficiency in 1841, 203,692 220,731 


oblige the public to give statistics of both the foreign | Allow that it takes 45 bushels’ of wheat. to make a 
and coasting trade. | barrel flour, and the deficiency at tide water since Ist 
The American Institute, has long been desirous to , October is equal to 252,743 barrels flour.” 
obtain correct tables of commerce and especially of | The known customary prices of. trans 
the western lakes. About a year ago, at the instance | from Buffalo to tide water is one dollar per barrel of 
of one of its members, a request was made, through _ which 34 cents, or on this parcel 485,932 62 is for 
“the Times and Star newspaper, asking the western canal tolls. Thus exhibiting a public loss at tide 
press tocollect and give the statistics of the lakes; and | water, on this one item of flour, diverted to British 
suggesting as a reason the supposed imperfections of markets of $252,743. It would have required, to have 
the public tables. It is only when. objections are: removed this flour to New York, 527 sloops of eighty 
urged against American produce, being diverted to | tons each, carrying 480 barrels each: and four hands 
British channels, to aggrandize a rival power, that | to each sloop, would have given employment to 2,091 
certain presses in America can be aroused into action, |seamen. Assuming that this amount of flour had 
and then in active vituperation. |arrived at New York, it would have required for its 


rtation 


The published address professes to be “a summa- 
ry report,” and certainly is known to a very nume- 
rous audience to be only about one-third of the spok- 
en address. Yet the report sufficiently, and distinct- 
ly states the supposed imperfections of the secreta- 
ry’s tables; and then proceeds in nearly two pages to 
conjecture the amount of the diverted trade, from 


exportation 70 ships of 300 tons each, each carrying 
3,600 barrels; and employed 700 seamen. The Bri- 
tish understand these results and wisely frame théir 
commercial measures accordingly. The falling off 
of this one month, in this single article of flour, il- 
lustrates the injurious effects of the trade of the 
lakes, diverted into British channels. The merchants, 





circumstances; from hearsay; from public rumor; | the labourers, ship builders, indeed every condition 
from mercantile letters; from the alleged sudden rise | of life, and above all, the employment and nurser 

of tolls on the Welland canal from £12 to £50,000 | for our seamen are injuriously effected. The advan- 
—and all confirmed by a corresponding decrease of | tages of the return cargoes are lost—the prosperity 
the tonnage and tolls of the New York canals. All! of the country and the strength of the nation are es- 
this is withheld, by the paper from which you ‘‘ex- (sentially impaired. The ship building at New York 


tracted;” while it seizes upon one of the conjec- 
tures; as to the Welland canal, and says it is not 
well founded. If either, or all of the circumstances 
or conjectures above suggested are found incorrect, 
it may vary the proportion, but will not effect the 
principle urged: the diverted trade. 

Mark the following; stated from the table of the 
New York canals—and which is omitted in the re- 
ported address. 

1835 Freight. Tons. 753,191 
1836 $s “ ~~ 696,347 0 1,614,336 
1837 a “611,787 " 1,292,623 

This decrease of freight and tolls, followed the 
loss of our West India trade, under our diplomatic 
agreement. British regulations to cherish her car- 
rying trade, at the same time began, to divert Ame- 


Tolls. $1,548,986 


is yearly decreasing, and many of her vessels are ly- 
ing without employment at our docks. 
In 1839, N. York built 106 vessels tonnage 17,951 
1840, “ eet 13,786 
I was aware, that the declaration in the appress 
“That there was an alarming and ruinous increase of 
American commerce in foreign vessels” would occasion 
surprise. But itis not on this account, the less true. 
The tonnage of vessels which entered the U. States 
in 1840 is 
Amecican vessels numbers 7,211 tonnage 1,576,946 
Foreign ts Ss 45 . 712,363 
Thus shewing one-third of the American com- 
merce, in number of vessels and tonnage is in foreign 


bottoms; and principally under the British flag. Mark 
its rapid adyance!! 


‘ ties to take the carrying trade of American produce 


rican produce by the Canadas and the Welland ca- 
nal; and notwithstanding the opening of other com- 
munications into the lakes, and the new settlements 
and greatly increasing productions and commerce of 
the west, the freight on the New York canal had 


In 1821 the British tonnage was 55,188 and the 
American tonnage was 765,098.. Thus showing the 
proportion of British vessels which entered the U. 
a) — 7 1-5th (seven one-fifth), per cent. com- 

ared with the American ton i 
not regained in 1840 the amount from which it fell Sached trade of the United States, ta tha vas oss 
in 1835. this proportion was increased to 39 percent. In the 

To appreciate the importance of the lake trade, it | year 1840, the proportion of the foreign commerce 

must be remempered, they extend in land, more than | was about 46 per cent. 
2.000 miles; and into vallies and a country unequal-| The trade between the U. States and the British 
led in fertility; and presenting a sea coast upon the'| colonies presents some startling facts. I quote from 
American side of the lakes, nearly equal in extent |} an able writer. 
to that upon the Atlantic. It is known, the Welland 
canal claims more than a moiety of the produce 
which once floats on the lakes. One of the topogra- 
phical engineers, ina report April 20, 1841, states 
the wheat imported from American ports as 2,310,000 
bushels: and he adds, “‘indeed such an impulse has 
been given to the Canadian trade, that the wharves 
and storehouses, hitherto in use at Kingston, were 
last year found totally inadequate, and property was 
piled upon the wharves and covered with temporary 
sheds. Vessels laden with produce, after being de- 
tained three weeks and upwards, waiting their turn 
at* the wharves, finally came over to Oswego and 
Janded their cargoes.” 


We knew that the British had obtained much of 
the carrying trade of American produce, and were de- 
sirous to bring this fact to the attention of our go- 
yernment, but we did not before know we were also 
furnishing our ports and storehouses, to give facili- 





“The British tonnage cleared from American ports 
for the British colonies in 1824; °25 and °26, was 
51,800 tons: the American tonnage cleared for the 
same ports during the same period, was 477,100 tons. 
7L>>Being more than nine times as much!! The British 
tonnage cleared from the American ports, for the 
colonies durmg the years 1837, °38 & °39, was greater 
than the American tonnage, and exceeded 1,235,000 
tons!! being an increase of more than twenty-two hundred 
and eighty per cent: while our increase during the same 


period was only about one hundred and fifty per 
cent.” 


Again—“In the year 1830 when this treaty went 
into operation, the total amount of British tonnage 
cleared from all the ports of the United States for fo. 
reign ports was 89,800 tons. The American tonnage 
cleared for foreign ports the same year was 971,800 
tons; being nearly eleven times as much as the British 
tonnage. In 1839 the British tonnage cleared for fo- 
D 1 reign ports, was 491,500 tons! Being equal to one- 
to British vessels. third of the total amount of American tonnage, clear- 

The following table may further ilustrate..and\ed for foreign ports; and shewing an inci ease of fow- 











will afford matcrials for useful reflection. hundred aud forty-seven per cent, in the British tonnage; 
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$40 
while our own inetease of tonnage during the same | could come from her; but. the United States by their | previously expended upoo: the works by each. com- 
riod, was only fifty-two per cent.” : increasing navigation were becoming ROPER OO SPU i iscostads” nig. sayitates 5A) le ot 
eoy4 2 poet says— a a thei en. Se ors. ae, TI e.first_ loans to an incorporated. compan Were 
“/Tis greatly wise to talk with our past hours -of Wellington, it is said was not long those made to the Delaware and Hudson ca al com- 
And ask them what report they bore"*” °  -—s‘| since asked, if it was probable there would be a war | pany in 1827 and 1829, by regency legislatures, upon 
The second Jatt paneed by ‘the first congress 1789 | With the United "States? He replied, the time is not. fr i ight, jr. chairman of the canal 


ecured to the tonnage of our merchants a monopoly 

of ae Eve trade; and gave paramount advantages 

in all other foreign trade, by discriminative duties. 

A pound of hyson tea, im duty, th 7 
twenty- Pye 14 j, than. in an American 
& : wed ’ 







¢ n ron the duties DO ) goods imported in American } 
v ‘ Bayo sod We “ett ar 5 : 
_ The third act of the same congress fixed a duty of 
siz cents per. ton on American vessels, and all foreign 
To exclude foreign vessels from the coasting trade, 
they were subjected toa duty of jiffy cents per ton, 
for every voyage; American vessels, paid six cents 
per ton, only once a year. : 

Such. were thé principles of protection estab- 
lished by the. fathers of the revolution and enacted 





the: first. session of congress on the organization of 
the new goverrment. The consequence of this sys- 
tem, has been the sion Of the whole of the 
coasting trade: and for a time an increase of Ameri- 


can tonnage unexampled. in the history of naviga- 
tion. In 1816, the province of Nova Scotia passed 
‘an act intending to secure the trade in plaster of 
Paris to British: vessels. It became known here in 
February 1817, that the royal assent had been given 
to the act. On motionof Rufus King 17th February 
1817, congress instructed the cominittee on foreign 
relations to “report measures, tu regulate the impor- 
‘tation of plaster of Paris, and to countervail the regu- 

tions of any other nation injurious to‘our own, re- 
lating to that trade.” A bill was reported and pass- 
ed in the house; when sent to the senate, read three 
times, passed there with amendments, returned to the 
house; concurred in, and became a law in one day. 
The hostilé measure was effeciually and decisively 
COUNTERVAILED, 


In 1818, and with almost equal celerity, an act 
was passed, prohibiting the entry into our ports, of Bri- 
tish vessels, arriving from places from which American 
vessels were excluded. It is due to the memory of Ru- 
fus King, to say he was an efficient actor in passing, 
and in truth the parent of the bills of 1817 and 1818. 

The spirit, which had sustained us in the recent 
war, for ‘‘free trade and sailors’ rights” had not then, 
become extinct. But a shade “has come over us:” 
and mark the consequence. In the year 1815, the 
“registered tonnage” of American vessels engaged in 
Foreign trade was 854,294 tons. The acts of 1789 and 

1818, with the system and the spirit to cowntervail, 
which created them, have passed away. The report 
of the treasury table No. 17 shews the registered ton- 
nage for 1839 to be 834,244 tons (any alledged cor- 
rections of the account will not vary the result).— 
Thus in the period of twenty-four years since 1815 
our population has been doubled; the system of our 
commercial regulations has been altered; and the 
“registered tonnage” of American vessels in foreign 
trade has usually been lower and in 1839 continued 
fallen off 20,000 tons in its amount. 

In 1815 the “‘coasting trade” “enrolled” 513,833 tons. 

“ 1839 “sc “ce “c sc 1,262,234 “ 

Thus shewing an increase of nearly treble in its 
amount of tonnage. The system of its protection, 
established in 1789 has been continued, and foreign 
vessels have been excluded. 

The scheme of giving a free trade, to those who 
deny it to us and refuse reciprocity; and the sympathy 
of foreigners and their agents that we shall not “‘burthen 
the many for the benefit of the few,” had not found ad- 
mittance into the coasting trade. The contrast pre- 
sented in the table of the treasurer will best illus- 
trate the experience of the past and afford wisdom 
for the future. The “registered”? and “enrolled” 
and. “licensed tonnage” for 1839, together amount to 
2,096,478 tons. . It is from this total that our Ameri- 
can navigation and commerce are represented as 


prpaperes 
The augmentation of our commerce and naviga- 
tion in foreign vessels can never increase our naval 
strength. The surrender of the transportation of 
American produce to British vessels may aggrandize 
a naval rival; but will not foster a carrying trade, 
and a nursery for American seamen. Such mea- 
sures can never prepare this country to assert its 
rights, and maintain its independence against a col- 
lossal and gigantic power,—the like of which the 
world has never witnessed;—not even in the days of 


-yet!! when that comes it will be a big war: we must pre-. 


d in a foreign vessel, } 


a discount of ten per} 





Roman despotism. 

It was asked in the British parliament why certain | 
commercial advantages had been allowed to Prussia; | 
which were refused to America? The answer was 
that English goods found their way on to the conti- 





nent through Prussia: and from her situation, no harm 


pare for it, first!!! phage 7 

. To attempt to meddle with the English carrying 
trade, w be with her, a cause of war. Her eom-! 
mercial-regulations are intended to secure her own. 
carrying trade, and.to supplant that of other nations, 
to cherish her commercial marine as a-nursery for 


seamen, and to build up her naval strength. Such’ corgi whigs against it), 
into effect. 


are the measures. of English preparation for a crisis’ 
in affairs. 


Allowing a free-trade and an open commerce to | commended b 
hie . i 


nations, which refuse us a reciprocity; an empty 
treasury and repudiation with a strict observance of 
party discipline; and a congress, busied in. taking 
‘tyeas and nays” on questions of order and motions to 
adjourn, seems to be the measures of American pre- 


88 mittee; the latter lea cocoon approy- 
e Dy gor Van Buren. These loans fall due in 1846 
‘atid 1847, and will doubtless be reimbursed by the 
rcompany.: In 1834 an act authorsing a loan of the 
state credit.of, six millions—four millions, to the city 


banks and two millions to individus's—was recom- 
mended b Gov. Marcy, and Geet by a strict party 


‘from Silas Wi 
B 


ut it was not carried 
In: 1838.a similar Joan to the banks, for 
public. relief, of $7,500,000 of state stocks, was re- 
Ov.. Marey, and passed by the Van 

Buren senate, but rejected by the whig assembly. 
Total of state stocks issued as above $17,561,567 91 

Add total of temporary loans, 30th. 

1,855,000 00 


ptember 
515,700 00 








evens; for the support and the defence of this coun- 


The past character of “Niles? Register” pledges it 'Deduct the amount of old. Erie and 


socks issued to defaulting rail roads 
| Potal of state debt 419,932,267 91 


to the cause of truth, and its zealous support. of all! Champlain ‘canal debt, for which 


measures for theypublic prosperity. 
the carrying trade of our produce and the ruinous 
increase of American commerce. in foréign vessels is 
one of immense moment. | It is left with you. 
I am very respectfully yours, &e. 
JAMES TALLMADGE. 








STATES OF THE UNION. 





NEW YORK. 


FINANCES OF THE sTATE. We have before us the 
annual report of hon. John A. Collier, comptroller of 
the finances of this state, and a more clear, straight- 
forward, admirable document never emanated from 
that office. It is a fitting counterpart of governor 
Seward’s message. We condense the most-import- 
ant facts set forth in the report. [N: Y. Tribune. 

1. Debt of the state of New York. 
For what contracted. Payable. Total amownt. 
Erie & Champlain canal, (old) 1845 $2,021,087 25 


Oswego canal 1846 421,304 00 
Cayuga and Seneca canal 1846-9 237,000 00 
Crooked Lake canal 1850 120,000 00 
Chemung canal 1850-60 430,292 23 
Chenango canal 1845 2,402,535 66 
Oneida Lake canal and river 1850-60 — 100,000 00 





Total of outstanding debt for complet- 


ed works 5,732,169 14 





Erie canal enlargement 
Black River canal 
Genesee Valley canal 


1854-60 6,941,119 29 
1850-60 1,076,706 23 
1855-60 2,556,379 82 





Total of stocks issued for unfinished 

works $10,574,205 34 
Add debt for completed works 9,732,169 14 
Debt of the general fund 1,255,193 43 





$17,561,567 91 
On which the annual interest is 89,018 06 


The aggregate of state stocks loaned to rail road 
and other tagesremant companies up to the close of 
the last fiscal year (Sept. 30, 1841) was as follows: 


Delaware and Hudson canal $800,000 
New York and Erie rail road 2,100,000 
Ithaca and Owego rail road 315,700 
Canajoharie and Catskill rail road 200,000 
Auburn ane Syracuse rail road 200,000 
Auburn and Rochester rail road 200,000 
Hudson and Berkshire rail road 150,000 
Corning and Blossburg rail road 70,000 
Tonawanda rail road 100,000 
Long Island rail road 100,000 

Total of loans of state credit $4,235,700 


On which the annual interest is 220,086 50 


All these companies have paid promptly their in. 
terest, except the [Ithaca and Owego, and Canajoha- 
rie and Catskill, which failed to doso in July last, 
and the state was compelled to make good the defici- 
ency. The aggregate of the loan to both of these 
companies is $515,700, and the annual interest there 


on $24,486.50. ‘The Ithaca and Owego is completed 


at a cost of $570,000, and the state has a first lien on 
the same, as also on the Catskill and Canajoharie, of 
which twenty-six miles are completed bese in opera- 
tion. It is believed that the state will ultimately lose 
nothing by the Ithaca and Owego, and probably not by 
the other. The state stocks were mainly issued to 
each hy hon. A. C. Flagg, (late regency comptroller), 
under a law directing him to do so, upon proper proof 
that a larger amourt of their own means had’ been 


This question of ; 


funds have been provided and are 


now in deposite 2,021,037 25 


Leaves the actual debt of the state $17,911,230 66 








Interest on the whole canal debt 832,922 87 
Do. onthe debt of the general fund 62,294 99 
And of the non-paying rail roads 24,486 50 
Total annual interest $919,704 36 
Annual interest on the rail road stocks 
other than the non-paying 195,600 00 


Revenues of the canal fund for 1841. 








From tolls on the canals $1,988,000 
Interest on investments, water rents, &c. 140,940 
Total canal revenue for 1841 $2,128,960 
Canal expenditures. 
Interest on loans $301,683 
Repairs and superintendence 380,366 
Canal commissioners and clerks 13,374 
Collectors, weighers, printing, &c. 62,435 
Damages.allowed, &c. 64,851 
Total expenditures for 1841 $1,323,209 
Nett revenue from the canals $805,751 
From which deduct the general fund 200,000 
Clear canal surplus for 1841 $605,751 


The item of $64,851 for ‘‘damages” above is not 
properly chargeable to the annual expenditures, be- 
ing for permanent purposes. 


The nett proceeds of canal revenue (says Mr. Col- 
lier) for the past year would pay the interest upon 
all the existing debt, and the interest at six per cent. 
upon an additional debt of $10,000,000; or, if all the 
contingent liabilities of the state for loans of, its cre- 
dit were now. thrown upon the state, it would still 
pay the interest upon the whole debt, contribute its 
annual $200,000 toward the support of the govern- 
ment, and have about $400,000 to spare, applicable 
to carrying on the public works, or to the interest 
upon a new additional loan for that purpose of six or 
seven millions of dollars, 


MARYLAND. 

SECRETARY OF STATE—SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF 
peLecates. Mr. J. C. Legrand, speaker of the 
house of delegates having been nominated as secre- 
tary of state by gov. Francis Thomas, vice Mr. Sif- 
ford, of Frederick county, declined, on the 27th re- 
signed the speakership, and the hon. Daniel 8. Biser 
was elected in his place. 

Librarian. Mr. J. H: T. Magruder, esq. has been 
nominated state librarian by the governor, vice David 
Ridgely, removed. Mr. Ridgely was the ffrst libra- 
rian of this state, and deserves the credit of having 
brought that valuable department from non-existence 
to a depository of twelve thousand volumes. His 
leaving it will be regretted by all men who knew 
him, and the more so, as he has.a large. family, and 
is without resources. He never has been an active 

litician. The rule of party proscription however, 

as been brought down upon him, 


Finances. Abstract of the treasurer's report. The 
treasurer of the western shore, in obedience to the 
3d sec. of the act of December sesssion, 1824, 

REPORTS, 
That in the year ended Is Dec. 1841, 
he received 
And there remained in the western 
shore treasury, Ist Dec: 1840 


$927,555 50 
58)414 86 


——) 


985,970 36 
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Of the’sims so received and amount- _ 
ing to Wass 
There were for revenue ac- 
crued before year1841 23,787 50 
To which add, repayments, 
joans of 1841, special de- 
posites, state stock sold. 
&e. Be 608,052 24 
» Making Laden 


Which deducted from the receipts in 
the treasury in 1841, shows this sum 
to have been the amount of revenue 
acerued in 1841, which was recciv- 
ed in that year, viz: 





927,555 50 


631,839. 74 





295,715 76 





Of the said aggregate in the western 
shore treasury in the course of the 
year ended, Ist Dec. 1841, amount- 
i é 985,970 36 

$94,492 03 


91, 478 33 


ing to. 
He disbursed that year 

And there remained in the western 
shore treasury, Ist Dec. 1841 

That balance is subject to unexpended 
appropriations, the Ist Dec. 1841, to 
the amount of 

And showing the treasury to have been 
deficient Ist Dec. 1841, by the sum 
of 104,474 92 

To that deficiéncy it is proper to add 
the probable cost of the present 
session, which is estimated at 





195,953. 26 


55,000 00 





And would make the charge for these 
accounts upon the receipts of the 
current year, 159,374 93 

ESTIMATES. 

The probable receipts in the current 


year, in virtue of subsisting laws he 





estimates at 300,000 00 
And leave applicable to the payment of 
other expenses of the current year 140,525 07 


The probable further demands on the 
treasury for the current year he es- 
timates at 1,317,405 57 


$1,176,880" 50 





Leaving this balance; 
to be raised (in such manner as the ge- 
neral assembly shall direct) for the 
service of the current year to end with 
the 30th November next— 

And to it should be added, the fur- 
thersum necessary, to pay the demands 
to be due Ist January, 1843, before 
any action of the assembly then to be 
in session, could he had to provide it, 38,603 17 

Making, $1,215,483 67 

To supply this large sum—past legislation relies 

upon three sources. 


Ist. The authority of the commissioner of loans 
by resolution No. 3 of March session 1841, to bor- 
row—which remains unexecuted to the amount of 
$217,801 97, but is considered unavailable. 


For its partial execution in the past year, com- 
mendably, zealous and active as he has been, the 
commissioner was largely indebted to the patriotic 
sensibility to the wants of the state, of some of its 
public institutions and private citizens. 


2d. The tax, by ch.;23 of March session 1841, 
directed to be levied on the property within the state 
thereby made assessable—the execution of which has 
not yet progressed so far, as. to enable the treasurer 
to estimate the amount to be expected from it, either 
nominally or practically. 


His experience however, admonishes him that, 
not more than one-half of the amount levied, may 
be expected to come into the treasury in the year in 
which the law makes it payable therein, no matter 
how long the day of payment may be postponed. 

3: ‘The state’s distributive share, of the proceeds 
of the public lands of the United States—of very 
uncertam amount and receipt. 


The vain effort to fulfil with the first of those im- 
plements, such of the obligations of the state for 
1841, as ic was intended to provide for, has been a 
work of arduous difficulty and deep humiliation to 
the officers charged with it—while the burthens of 
the treasury, without any notice or reason to antici- 

te it, were materially augmented, by the entire 

ailure of the Susquchanna and Tide Water canal 
aoe ache comply with their engagements. 

The generous confidence with which the publie 
credit was essayed in their service, without even the 
motive of a stockholder, appealed strongly, “né 
doubt, yet vainly, to thesé ¢ompanies and their mem+ 
bers, to make any sacrifice rather than disappoint 
the just expectations of a beneficent government— 








and their failure in punctuality adds another and a 
memorable one, to the monuments before subsisting, 
of ‘the improvidence of ‘trusting to incorporate | 
companies, the keeping of the public honor. 





Of the four or five imposing Pompeniess who have 
wielded the administration of millions and the co- 
operation of pre-eminent talents, and who success- 
fully solicited the confidence of the general assem- 
bly, in their promises, with emphatic solemnity, to 
pay the interest on the debts incurred at their in- 
stance and for their service, but one only, has prov- 
ed mindful of the magnitude of the trust, in that re- 
spect reposed in them. 


The rest. have, in. quick. succession, thrown the 
burthens they sought for their own shoulders upon 
the back of a treasury already heavy laden—al- 
though in accordance with the policy of their own 
concoction, no other provision than their engage- 
ments to pay, had been made by the legislature to 
sustain them, and before any substitute had been 
prepared or could be matured. 

Bad as is the apology, and as any must be, this is 
the only one thatean be made, for the suffering and 
privation to which the public creditors will be un- 
avoidably subjected. 


The treasurer indulges, no degree of indignant 
feeling or of asperity in the expression of it, that is 
not called forth, by his sense of the responsibilities 
of the department he has charge of, and which the 
events he speaks of, have alone embarrassed. 


To him, it would be a far more pleasant duty, to 
excuse than to inculpate—and indeed, he has become 
persuaded that, all these companies, in the zeal with 
which they prosecjited their several works, and the 
excitement Induced by the ardnous difficulties they 
encountered in that service—each, with human in- 
firmity, regarding the completion of its pa¥ticular 
work, of paramount importance to the state and to 
the world as well as to itself—entirely lost sight of, 
the very subordinate trust to observe punctuality 
with the treasury, until it had become, wholly be- 
yond their power. 


Unfortunately for the state, the most costly work 
in which she is concerned and concerned most deep- 
ly has in the past. year been of necessity entirely 
suspended, far short of its completion. 

The act of the last general assembly to provide 
ton its prosecution, proved to be wholly impractica- 
cle. 

Without its conditions, it must in the nature of 
things have been inoperative. Even with them, had 
they been fullfiled, it would have been of very doubt- 
ful efficacy. 

If without them, the act could have been efficient, 
the conditions were worse than useless—in that they 
required obligations of the compamies concerned, to 
do what their obvious interest and the very purpose 
of their enterprises made essential to their own suc- 
cess—to give which, would have added to their diffi- 
culties if not impaired their ability—and the due ex- 
ecution of which, would have occasioned Jong and 
unavoidable delay, incident to the process. But in 
truth, the only reasonable hope of giving vitality to 
the law, rested upon the willingness and ability of 
the companies to comply with the conditions, in such 
manner as to give assurance that, the additional] debt 
it authorised to be incurred, would in no degree add 
to the burthens of the public treasury if it didinot 
reduce them. 


Had the duties therefore, with which it charged 
the treasurer admitted of his exercising any discre- 
tion in the matter, he would have required their ful- 
filment as scrupulously and fully, as his ministerial 
charge made it imperatively incumbent on him to do. 


The other stockholders of the Chesapeake and 
Ohio Canal company, continue to look upon the un- 
assisted and disproportionate efforts of Maryland in 
this service, with cold and calculating complacency 
—in the belief that, necessity will oblige her to over- 
come all obsiacles for their common relief. But 
the necessity that has no law, implies ability to exe- 
cute its mandates, and they will find that. the ability 
of the state to obey such necessity, is for the pre- 
sentatanend. Until her revenue shall be shewn to 
be adequate to the wants of her-treasury, present 
and prospective, she is as heélpless»for the further 
prosecution of the canal, as the feeblest of its stock- 
holders. Those who would undertake to supply the 
necessary labor and materials, for stock of the state 
or notes of the company convertible into it or re- 
deemable with its proceeds, ' would be wholly unable 
to eomply with their contraets;iwhen they found as 
they would find, that neither would raise money or 
its equivalent. 

To the treasurer, however, the law assigned speci- 
fie duties, preeluding all discretion, 

The 10th section required shim to take, satisfactory 
bonds;—not in view singly, of the sufficiency of their 





penalties—their obligatory qualities—or their avail- 
a a a of all ey 3 Banger 
companies respectively, tende: eir corpo- 
rate bonds oul and decided that they would in no 
other way comply with the conditions of the section. 
The treasurer considered them im every respect un- 
satisfactory. He required, thesis gmented 
nalties—designated modifications of ‘their tenor—that 
they should be made available for the indemnity of 
the state by liens upon their several estates in Alle- 
gany county—and that these should be shewn to be 
clear of title and unincumbered, by the certificate of 
the deputy attorney general for the county. 
The 12th section expressly required him to take 
bonds with security. The companies tendered the 
corporate bond of one of them as principal, and of 
the others as sureties. ‘The treasurer considered such 
a compliance with this section as mérely nominal, and 
required liens for these also, upon unencumbered es- 
tates of clear title. In‘aid of these last bonds, he 
deemed it his duty moreover, to require additional 
security. WIFE 
No information laid before him, authorised him to 
treat their possessions in the country; if clear of'title 
and unencumbered, as being to be worth more than a 
million of dollars when the canal shall have reached 
Cumberland—whereas he believed: himself called 
upon to take security for, not less than a million and 
ahalf. He was. plainly instructed by the act itself 
in the 10th section, to assume that ‘‘the canal would 
reach Cumberland, before any effective effort would 
be made by the companies to open and complete the 
several rail roads necessary to connect it with their 
coal mines,” and of course to see that, the security to 
be taken, was adapted to such a contingency—a con- 
tingency wherein the state must have looked alto- 
gether to these bonds, for the whole amount required 
to be secured. If liens could have been had, upon 
unencumbered estates of clear title and of the value 
of one million of dollars—this ‘ultimate security, 
would have rendered it easy for the companies. to 
have obtained, a policy or policies of insurance for 
the prompt performance of the condition of the bond 
under the 12th section, from some one or more of the 
several companies with large capitals, incorporated 
by the states for the very purpose of assuring the 
performance of contracts. 


But had all this been attained, the treasurer thinks, 
he would have had insuperable difficulty, in approy- 
ing any security likely to have been obtained by the 
president and directors of the canal company from 
the contractors, in pursuance of the 8thsection. He 
certainly could not have been satisfied with the cus- 
tomary security of withholding a portion of their 
compensation—very good secunity he doubts not, when 
money—but utterly insufficient. he thinks, when 
stock, would in effect be, the commodity withheld.— 
It would he apprehends, have been followed, if ne- 
cessary, by unavoidable evasions of the law, of which 
it was seen to be easily susceptible, and by every pos- 
sible sacrifice of the state’s securities, without any 
material or commensurate progress of the work. 

The canal must be, and will be finished—if not 
rightfully by the other stockholders, or from motives 
of interest and the impulses of enterprise, by the min- 
ing companies—by Maryland, so soon as she shall 
have recruited her exhausted strength. 

Adequate revenne, is now the pressing want of 
Maryland, for every purpose involving her honor or 
her interest,—and he invokes her legislature there- 
fore, to devise and adopt withoutfa moment’s delay, 
such a system as will be most likely to furnish it, and 
to furnish it quickly. 

Private wants, beyond the necessaries of life, are 
fanciful. They grow upon their indulgence, and are 
best combatted and overcome, by stern self denial,— 
But the public wants are real and inexorable. They 
will not brook denial or delay, and are rapidly aug- 
mented by either. 

Last year, $600,000, would have saved the honor of 
the state and kept the treasury solvent through the 
year. To comply with her obligations through the 
year 1842, she needs more than double the sum. 

Last year, she wanted additional annual revenue, 
to the amount of $600,000. only: » Now, her annual 
wants are nearer $700,000. 

If the whole of these large sums. must be raised by 
a tax upon the property of her citizens, let the taxing 
authorities of the several counties: and of the city of 
Baltimore, be forthwith directed by law, to levy for 
the service of 1842, a dollar in the hundred—and fif- 
ty cents, annually thereafter, until further order.— 
No apprehension need be entertained, that the-reve- 
nue thence, will for the present be excessive, and it 
will at all times be an easy and a pleasant duty, to 
reduce the rate. * 

‘The crisis demands of the general assembly, man- 
ly promptitude and decision, and. appeals irresistably, 
to the horor and honesty of. their:constituents.. .Un- 





der the sanative action and influence-of these, the em- 
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barrassment of. the public finances would ‘soon be | 







Jand be , ultimately and perhaps early in 
“sae oO mS a a terme ; i: rs 

deep sto ensue o impending insol- 
vency—the foul stain it will pemyciony tt “hitherto , 
bright and unblemished escutcheon of our venerable 
state, must make every son of Maryland who has 
heart or conscience hang his head in shame—at home 
and abroad—here and every where—as long as it 
shallendure. ee, 

Could these have been averted,—were the magni- 
tude of the public debt and the burthens it brings, 
alone to_be cont ated—héavy as they are, consi- 
derations are not wanting, which should alleviate and 
even reconcile us to them. 

In the first place—the debt, it should be remem- 
bered, has been incurred for the achievement of great 

iblic improvements—of which ihe acknowledged 

ts, are to endure and to increase with their en- 
joyment—and these are fit objects of extraordinary 
public expense—second only in point of legitimacy, 
to those incurred for the preservation of domestic or- 
der or in the public defence, and, with obvious and 
suitable restrictions, confessedly to be postponed to 
these, solely upon grounds of necessity and not of 
choice. It has been incurred too, in obedience to a 
spirit which, in the same period, animated and im- 
pelied in the same course a Jarge majority of our sis- 
ler states—commendable for its purpose—culpable 
only for its wild excesses; and Infallibility, or ex- 
emption from such visitations, és not to be expected 
of communities any more than of their members. 

In the next place— its amount is, as a matter of ac- 
count, greatly exaggerated. In such an aspect, it is 
seen to be adebt exceeding 15 millions of dollars.— 
In its actual bearing upon the people of the state, it 
does not exceed ten. 

More than three millions of it, for example, are 
yet unsold—and when these shall have been sold,— 
the successful progress and uniform punctuality hith- 
erto, of the Baltimore and Ohio rail road company 
for whose service they were issued, warrant the be- 
lief that, it will notin future, fail to pay or yield the 
interest, as heretofore. : 

The revenue received from that company and from 
the Baltimore asd Susquehanna rail road company, 
with every indication that the amount will yearly in- 
crease, is already sufficient to pay the interest u 
two millions more. So that the real debt of Mary- 
ine does not practically exceed, ten millions of dol- 
ars. 


A very acceptable communication, this moment re- 
ceived irom the president of the Susquehanna and 
Tide Water canal companies, and in time only to be 
thus noticed, gives most gratifying assurance, that 
their debt for interest may be expected to be paid 
early in the current year, and that their future pay- 
ments will be uninterrupted. 

With assessable y, of which the recent va- 
luation for assessment, cannot well prove to be short 
of two hundred millions of dollars—a single year’s 
income, estimated at 5 per cent. would rid us of the 
entire debt. ‘ 

The ability of Maryland then, to pay the interest 
only of such a debt, is indisputable—and seeing that 
it has been deliberately contracted—and aflirmed— |} 
and augmented—by successive legislatures—of their 
own repeated choosing—through a long period of 15 
years—the willingness of her péople to pay it, ought 
not to be and cannot be, questionable. 

Improvident and dishonest individuals, are no doubt 
to be found in every country—always ready to incur 
debt beyond their means of payment and with the 
means to evade it. But for a whole political com- 
munity to do either—and especially a republican 
community—claiming and exercising the right, and 
maintaining their capacity of self government—would 
be to exhibit to the world a spectacle, that could cease 
to be shocking, only to be loathsome. 

Lastly—It is the interest only—we are called upon 
or will ial to pay. 

No government ever provided more judiciously or 
amply, for the payment of the principal of her debt, 
than Maryland has done by the institution of her 
sinking fund, and the manner of it—and upon no sub- 
ject is more gross misapprehension understood to pre- 
yail. 

Of course, the treasurer assumes always, the good 
faith of the state, andits ultimate, if net uninterrupted 
inviolability. 

This borne mm mind throughout—he proceeds to say 
that— 

Every dollar, of so much of the capital of this fund 
as is destined to redeem the debt incurred for the con- 
struction of our public works, has been furnished b 
the public creditors—upon terms proceeding from the 


found to be temporary and evanescent—the p } 
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mine or in effect, has been paid by the state. 
Both capital and income are exclusively the prope 
of the public creditors, until the fund shall have fi 





porters its office by absorbing the whole of the pub- 
ic debt—and then the fund and the debt will expire 
simultaneously—thus and then only, enuring to the 
benefit of the state. ; | 

Take, for illustration, the principal item of the fund, 
derived from the sale of the three millions of six per 
cent debt per ch. 241, of 1834. The three millions 
make so much of the public debt, which the state re- 
ceived and applied to the prosecution of her works. 
But the purchasers of the debt paid also to the credit 
of this fund, upon the terms proposed by the law, u 
wards of half a million more. Now the state has paid 
the interest upon the three millions, but not upon 
the half million appertaining to the fund—and this 
half million, in accordance with the terms of the 
contract proceeding from the state, were confided By 
the purchasers, to the administration of the state’s 
treasurer—for and as their property—for their se- 
curity. 

The half million, it is true, was a portion of the 
price of the stock—but a portion indissolubly associ- 
ated with the condition of the price—and no man can 
tell how much the stock would have sold for, without 
the condition. 

Try it by the fate of the 5 per cent. Joan of the 
year before, of only $500,000. It was put into the 
market with a proffer of better security, but then con- 
tingent—and although the debt of the state was little 
more th&n a million at the time, it was with difficulty 
sold for par. 

Try it by the fate of the 6 per cent. debt of the year 
after. It was injudiciously fitted for the London mar- 
ket by promising to pay the interest there—and by 
promising to pay it in dollars. It profferred security 
too abundant not to be seen to be impracticable—and 
it bore upon its front, the purpose of borrowing inte- 
rest as well as principal. It was literally hawked, 
abroad and at home, and out of eight millions thirty- 
five thousand only ever found a purchaser, and that— 
far below par. 


These reminiscences have reference to the manner, 


pan |.of forming the fund, and are used to shew that, it was 


judicious and productive. 

No body has ever pretended that the fund was of 
magical origin or necromantic power—or that a debt 
could be paid without means and the application of 
them. But the manner of raising the means may be 


reckless—or of ruinous cost—or prudential and eco- 
nomical. duit 


Jts practical efficacy is considered to be obvious. 
Its actual operation so far, from year to year, has prov- 
ed even more absorbent of the public debt than was 
ever anticipated—and so soon as it shall fail of ready 
employment here—it will be the duty of the treasurer 
to put it in action abroad, by the state’s chosen agents 


in London. 


Then, as to its income— 
It is received chiefly, from the state’s commissioner 


-of loans—but he pays it, not as interest upon the fund, 


but as interest upon the public deht—precisely as to 
any other proprietor of the debt— 

That it is received from him at all, is purely acci- 
dental. 

if the treasurer had, in the exercise of his lawful 
discretion, invested ft in the public debt of New York, 


England—then, those states or that institution would 
have paid it—and yet Maryland, in either case, would 
not have paid one dollar the Jess, for interest on her 
debt. 

If the public creditors had insisted, upon constitut- 
ing the Messrs. Baring & Brothers: of London, the 
fiduciary of the fund—or any body else, one foot with- 
out the limits of Maryland—and it were invested in 
any other securities than those of the state—it would 
have been beyond the jurisdiction and control of any 
of her authorities. 

Ought it to be?—shall it be?—less safe or sacred, in 
the hands of the state’s own treasurer— 

Shall it be less secure?—because that treasurer, in 
preferring to accumulate the funds in the securities of 
Maryland—has assured to her citizens the ultimate 
fruition of her resulting interest in it——and equally 
consulted the interest of her creditors, by furnishing 
those of them who have occasion to sell; with an es- 
tablished and growing market. 

It is erroneously supposed by some, that when the 
treasurer purchases the state’s security, he buys’ for 


y | the state, and with means exclusively the state’s; when 


in truth, he buys only with the income of the fund 





state—and such as must have, most materially enhane- 


confined to him by its creditors, and exactly as any 


ag po pap i y far more than an equivalent. — 
Nota ar ofthe income ofthe fund ‘eithereo no-} ling to 


or of Massachusetts, or in the stock of the Bank of 





other individual administering a trust fund, would be 
‘bound to do—consulting to the utmost of his ability, 
equally the interest of the state and its creditors—he 
competes with no body, but is always ready to give 
for whiat others do not want, whatever they 


: were wil- 
ve for what they did want—that is to say— 
| the market price. ; = esi. 


, This brief exposition of the constitution, nature, and 


rty 
ully | operation of the fund, he humbly submits to the ge- 


neral assembly, in the hope of impressing them with 

‘his own sense of its value and-importance to the peo- 
le of Maryland. If he shall succeed, he will have 
is ample reward, in thinking he has done the state 

some service—and this, he pursuades himself, is his 

single motive for the effort. 
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AMERICANS CAPTURED NBAR SANTA 
FE BY MEXICANS, &. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
TRANSMITTING THE INFORMATION REQUIRED BY THE 
RESOLUTION OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Or THE 14TH INST. IN RELATION TO AMERICAN 
CITIZENS CAPTURED NEAR Santa Fe, &e. 














To the house of representatives of the U. States: 

I transmit to the house of representatives, in answer 
to their resolution of the 14th inst. a report from the 
secretary of state, and the papers by which it was 
accompanied. JOHN TYLER. 

Washington, January 18, 1842. 


Department of state, Washington, Jan. 17, 1842. 

The secretary of state, to whom was referred the 
resolution of the house of representatives of the 14th 
inst. requesting the president to communicate to that 
house all the information in his possession, which 
may not be incompatible with the public interest, 
touching the American citizens captured near Santa 
Fe, in Mexico, and what steps, if any, have been ta- 
ken relative thereto by this government; and also 
any information he may have, and not ineompatible 
with the public interest, concerning American citi- 
zens now British prisoners in Van Dieman’s land, 
has the honor to lay before the president the papers 
specified in the accompanying list, and to state that 
the despatch from Mr. Ellis, numbered 49, which 
probably contains information upon the subject of the 
first part of the resolution referred, has not yet reach- 
ed this department. 

No further information in regard to the subject of 
the second part of the resolution has been received 
since the report from this department of the 16th of 
July last, which was communicated to the house of 
representatives by the president, with his message of 
that date. All which is respectfully submitted. 

DANIEL WEBSTER. 

To the president of the United States. 

MR. WEBSTER TO MR. ELLIS. 
Department of state, Washington, Jan. 3, 1842. 

Sir: The friends of Mr. Franklin Combs, son of 
general Leslie Combs, of Kentucky, bave applied 
for the interposition of this government in behalf of 
that young gentleman, who accompanied the late 
Texian expedition to Santa Fe, in. Mexico, and. is 
supposed to haye been captured, and, if alive, to be 
held in bondage in that country, with the other sur- 
vivors of the expedition. it has been represented to 
this department that young Combs has never been a 
citizen of Texas; that he did not repair to that coun: 
try with any intention of relinquishing his allegiance 
to this government, or of remaining in Texas; but 
that he went thither in the autumn of 1840 upon pri- 
vate business of his father, and for the benefit which 
he was assured his feeble health would derive from 
the milder winter climate of that region. He was, 
however, detained there by both causes unti] about 
the time when the expedition referred to set out. 
This he determined to accompany, merely for the 
object of confirming his health, and gratifying a cu- 
riosity, both Jiberal and natural, in regard to the-un- 
known lands through which the course of the expedi- 
tion lay. 

As there is no reason to doubt the correctness of 
this information, you will, accordingly, forthwith 
make the necessary representation to the Mexican 
government upon the subject, with a view to avert 
from young Combs, if he should be alive, the paneer 
to which he may be or may have been exposed. You 
will state that, from the respectability of his family, 
and for other reasons, there ean be no ground for the 
belief that he would have accompanied the expedi- 
tion for any other objects than those mentioned; .and 
that if he had been aware that the views of the 
Texian government, in despatching it, had becn hos- 
tile or predatory, rather than friendly and commer- 
cial, as they were. understood to have been at the 
time, he would not have gone.in its company... If to 





‘this it. be. objected that the expedition was military 


vere a 
iv SES 
te ed 


se inns Meat slain reo 
4 Betie sek 






interferen 
understoo 
serves tol 
part of the 
W. Kend: 
You wi 
ness on tl 
of the U 
and to sig 
of Amer} 
have not 
characte! 
young Co 
governm<e 
Mexico \ 
among it: 
You w 
authoritis 
in aye 
adopted t 
You w 
ing to th 
gest that 
maintain 
with the 
screen fi 
who maj 
tended t 
sanguina 
or citize 
tends to 
of feelir 
apt to ¢ 
ments th 
and, if t 
proporti 
make th 
allowing 
any inte 
that of - 
subject; 
United 
point a 
disposit! 
territor: 
custome 
fair anc 
sites of 
always 
will. 


Any 
to detrs 
Mexica 
Combs 
proper 
ration, 
be defr 
this de; 
pose, a 
may be 

The 
has bee 
Kenda 
comm 
soon t 
vant, 
To Po 

P.:§ 
has be 
youth | 
the ex 
citizer 
his -e¢ 
can de 


Sin 
of Fr: 
the M 





rw £C we eo Y Phe re, 


GO eT ee ee Det ee - 


aw SSE 


OF OF Ee yt sg 





ph A enw =tinaglihe - 


NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—JAN. 29, 1842-DEBATE ON THE EXCEQUER BOARD. 





in its array, and must therefore be presumed to have 
had warlike designs against the Mexican authorities, 
it may be answered that the avowed motive of the 
members of the expedition, in bearing arms, was to 
ward off the attacks of hostile Indians, and especially. 
of the Camanches, who, it is well known, roam in 
reat. force along and across ihe track which was to 
have been pursued, This objection would apply 
with much less, if with any foree, to.young Combs, 
as he was no soldier, and had never been one; and, if 
found with arms, there could in his case be no better 
ground for the opinion that they were to have been 
used for purposes of attack, and not for those of de- 
fence, than if he bad accompanied one of the cara- 
vans from Missouri to Santa Fe, by means of which, 
as is well known, an extensive trade is carried on be- 
tween this country and Mexico, to the mutual ad- 
vantage of the parties. a 

Although young Combs is the only American citi- 
zen who accompanied the expedition for whom the 
interference of this government has been asked, it is 
understood that. there was another who as little de- 
serves to be subjected to any pena! proceedings on the 

art of the Mexican government. ‘This is Mr. George 
W. Kendall, of New Orleans. 

You will press. this case with the utmost carnest- 
ness on the Mexican government, as the government 
of the United States feels itself bound to interfere, 
and to signify its confident expectation that the lives 
of American citizens will not, be sacrificed, who 
have not intentionally done any thing of a hostile | 
character against Mexico. Even if the conduct of | 
young Combs was indiscreet and ill-judged, yet this 
government cannot suppose that the government of 
Mexico will treat him as‘an armed combatant found 
among its enemies. 

You will spare no pains to impress the Mexican 
authorities with the feelings which would be excited 
in this country, if any harsh proceeding should be 
adopted towards this youth. 

You will avail yourself of the opportunity of mak- 
ing to that government the communication, to sug- 
gest that, while this government is well disposed to | 
maintain with strict fidelity amicable relations | 
with the Mexican republic, and will not attempt to | 
screen from merited punishment any of, our citizens 
who may be guilty of an infraction of the laws in- 
tended to preserve those relations, yet that summary, | 
sanguinary, or undue punishment of either Texians | 
or citizens of the United States in Mexico inevitably 
tends to excite and foment in this country an acerbity 
of feeling against Mexico which will be much more | 
apt to defeat the supposed objects of those punish- | 
ments than if the offenders were to have a fair trial, | 
and, if then convicted, were to be punished in some 
proportion to their offences. You will, however, 
make this Suggestion in a conciliatory tone, without | 
allowing it to be supposed that this government has 
any intention to dictate the policy to be adopted by 
that of the Mexican republic upon this or any other 
subjeet; but, supposing their disposition towards the 
United States to be amicable, our wish is mercly to 
point a way by which it seems to us that reciprocal 
disposition as well as the integrity of the Mexican 
territory may be more effectually maintained. Ac- 
customed ourselves to regular judicial proceedings, 
fair and full trials, and mild punishments, the oppo- 
sites of these, if exercised by other governments, 
wee serye to check the growth of amity and good 
will, 


Any reasonable expenses which may be necessary 
to defray the charge of a special messenger from the 
Mexican capital to the place of captivity of young 
Combs and his American associates, or for any other 
proper purposes necessary for their safety and libe- 
ration, will be borne by this government, and will 
be defrayed by you, and for them you will draw on 
this department, specifying in your drafts their pur- 
pose, and sending with them such youchersas you 
may be able to procure? 

The interest which we feel for Combs, whose case 
has been particularly presented to. us, and for Mr. 
Kendall also, will lead to the despatching of this 
communication in the way most likely to carry it 
soon to your hands. Iam, sir, your obedient ser- 
vant, DANIEL WEBSTER. 
To Powhatan Ellis, esq. envoy extraordinary, §c. Mexico. 

P. S. Since the above was written, application 
has been made in behalf of Mr. J. C. Howard, a 
youth of nineteen years of age, who was also with 
the expedition, and who, we are informed,.was not a 
citizen of Texas. You will likewise inquire into 
his ease, and do for him any thing else which you 
can do with propriety. 

















MR. WEBSTER TO MR. ELLIS. 
Department ef state, Washington, Jan. 6, 1842. 
Sin: I addressed you on the 3d instant, in behalf 
of Franklin Combs, and. Mr. Kendall, captured by 


Le useful, he wishes it to be instituted, and that you 


Santa Fe. The object of this is only to say (what, 
perhaps, you would not have. failed to understand) 
that, if it should be found that other American citi= 
zens were made captives, under like circumstances, 
und with similar claims to immunity and release, you 
will exert the same interference in their behalf. I 
am, with regard, your obedient servant, : 
DANIEL WEBSTER. 
To Powhatan Ellis, esq. envoy extraordinary, Se. Mexico. 


MR. WEBSTER TO MR. PEYTON.—EXTRACTS. 
[PRIVATE. | 
Washington, Jan. 6, 1842. 

Dear sin: Your letter to the president, of the 2Ist 
of December, has been read by him with great inte- 
rest and anxiety, although it was not the first commu- 
nication upon the subject. Letters had been pre- 
viously received from General Combs, and informa- 
tion communicated from other quarters, upon which 
immediate steps were taken. A special messenger 
has been despatched from this department, with an 
instruction to our minister at Mexico, of which I 
enclose a copy. The president will interfere for the 
life and safety of young Combs, to the full extent of 
his duty. You must be aware of the delicacy of the 
question, at Jeast as it presents itself to us, without 
more knowledge of the facts. 

The president wishes the most effectual means ta- 
ken, consistent with justice and propriety, to secure 
his safety. * * On receipt of this,if you should 
be of opinion that the object in view would be pro- 
moted by sending a private agent from New Orleans, 
to co-operate with the American minister in Mexico, 
the president is willing that such agent, to be select- 
ed-by you, should be immediately despatched; and 
his necessary expenses will be palrared by this de- 
partment. He cannot receive any public character, 
as we have a minister on the spot; but the presi- 
dent’s great desire to do all that can be done, leads 
him to say that if you think a private agency might 


would select such person as you deem the fittest for 
such duty. He the more readily submits this part of 
the case to your discretion, as, before this communi- 











eation shall reach New Orleans, you may very pro- 
bably be in possession of much more information 
than has yet reached us; and there are likely to be 


( ae 


is necessary to recruit my health, impaired by a toil- 
some journey, I shall proceed to the seat of govern- 
ment, to lay before the president and yourself the 
injuries suffered by the Americans resident at Santa 
Fe and myself, from the hands of the Mexican au- 
thorities. At present, | forward* the accompanying 
printed narrative, which I find nearly agreeing with 
the facts as they transpired subsequent to the arrival 
of the Texian expedition in New Mexico. 
I. am charged with a statement, signed by the 
American residents, which it shall be my duty to lay 
before you as soon as I can be allowed a personal in- 
terview. Your obedient servant, 
MANUEL ALVAREZ. 
To his excele’y Daniel Webster, sec. of state of the U. S. 


Mr. Ellis to Mr. Webster. 
Legation of the U. States, Mexico, Dec. 16, 1841. 

Sir: Trusting that the New York packet may not 
leave Vera Cruz before this communication reaches 
that place, [ avail myself of the occasion to inform 
you that brigadier general McLeod, who command-- 
ed the Texian expedition to Santa Fe, Mr. Van Ness, 
his secretary, Dr. Faleoner, Mr. Navarro, thirty of- 
ficers, and one hundred and thirty-one soldiers, pri- 
soners of war, entered Chihuahua, on their way to 
this capital, om the 22d of November. They were 
escorted by a guard of two hundred and five men. 

In looking over the daily papers printed here, I 
was shocked at seeing the painful intelligence an- 
nounced of the fate of three of those young men, 
whose names [ have not been able to ascertain.— 
The following is the substance of the publication al- 
luded to by me: 


From the Siglo XIX, of the 14th December. 

“We have the pain to announce to the public an 
act of barbarism, committed by captain D. Damaso 
Salazar, who escorted the Texian prisoners to Chi- 
huahua. Captain Salazar had the iniquity to kill 
three of these prisoners in cold blood, because they 
had become wearied. It was reserved for Salazar to 
eclipse the triumphs of Senor Armijo by this cruel 
and brutal action. Every one is indignant at such 
an atrocious act, peculiar only to a cannibal. Don 
Jose Maria Elias, colonel of the army, and command- 
ant of Paso del Norte, is preferring charges against 





many citizens of New Orleans who are acquainted. 
at Mexico. 


this barbarous captain; and Senor Conde, governor of 
the department, is very much mortified by such an 


As this agent will have no public character, he| event, which does so little honor to Mexicans, whose 
can only act under direction of the American minis-| humanity is their principal device. 


ter, to whom he will report himself on his arrival. 
And the main advantage to be expected from such: 
agency is this: that a person of respectability and 
address, well acquainted with Mexico, its manners 
and language, and perhaps with its present authori- 
ties, and acquainted, also, with the character, family, 
and connexions of Combs, Kendall, and other Ame- 
rican citizens who may be in like condition, may, by 
unofficial means and personal efforts, co-operate use- 
fully with Mr. Ellis. If you think it advisable, on 
the whole, that such agent be employed, you will 
give a copy. of this letter as his instructions. 

The collector of New Orleans will have instruc- 
tions to convey Mr. McRae to the fittest port in 
Mexico, by the revenue cutter or other the most 
prompt mode; andif you should think it useful that 


not applied to by his friends, Mr. Kandall’s case has 
not heen overlooked; and it is the president’s wish, 
that if any other American citizen, innocently in 
company with the expedition, should have fallen 
into the hands of the Mexicans, an equal interference 
may be made in his behalf. I am, &c. 
DANIEL WEBSTER, 

Balie Peyton, esq. U. S. dist. attorney, N. Orleans. 

Department of state, Washington Jan. 6, 184%. 

Dear srr: Mr. D. H. McRae is the bearer of a 
despatch from this department to Mr. Ellis, our mi- 
nister at Mexico. He has left this city for New Or- 
leans by the southern route. On his arrival, it is the 
president’s wish that you give him the most speedy 
conveyance, by the revenue cutter or otherwise, to 
such a port in Mexico as may be convenient for the 
greatest despatch in the performance of the duty en- 
trusted to him. 

I send by this post a letter to Mr. Ellis, to your 
care, which forward by Mr. McRae, if received in 
season. Yours, with regard, 

DANIEL WEBSTER. 

To the collector of the customs, New Orleans. 


Mr. Alvarez, consul of the United States for Santa Fe, ta 
Mr. Webster. 
Independence, Missouri, December 15, 1841. 


Sir: Laddress this to you.to..make known my. ar- 











7 . . . *,* 
the Mexican army, with the Texian expedition, near 


rival in the United States. Afler some repose, which 


_““We hope that such a scandalous act will be pu- 
nished with all the severity of the law.” 


This cold-blooded and barbarous act meets with 
that. reprobation and indignation which its atrocity is 
so well calouwlated to excite in the minds of all hono- 
rable and humane men. The unfortunate Texian 
prisoners will be here in the course of two or three 


wecks. Icannot imagine what punishment this go- 
vernment will inflict on them. 


The uniform practice of this legation has been not 
officially to interfere in the behalf of persons who 
have placed themselves beyond the protection of 
our government, by entering into the service of that 
of Texas. If 1 am mistaken in this principle of pub- 





lic law, I beg you will be pleased to inform me how 


such private agent as is above mentioned, should | far I can proceed, in my representative character, to 
preceed to Mexico, he may use the same conyey-| serve the Texian prisoners. I have the honor to be, 
ance. You will see by the enclosed that, although | sir, your most obedient servant, 


POWHATAN ELLIS. 


| To the hon. Daniel Webster, sec. of state of the U. S. 





me See 





DEBATE ON THE EXCHEQUER BOARD. 





SPEECH OF MR. MANGUM, OF N.CAROLINA, 
IN THE UNITED STATES SENATE Dec. 30, 1841, 
| In gpposition to the project of the seeretary of the treasury 
for an exchequer board, 
} 


| Mr. Maneum commenced with a promise very fre- 
quently made in congress, to occupy but a short time 
in the remarks he had to offer. It was not his de- 
| sign to go into any thing like a regular dissection or 

analysis of the tremendous projet submitted in the se- 
| cretary’s report; yet, inasmuch as very strenuous ef- 
forts were making to pre-occupy the public mind in 
| its favor, Mr. M. did desire to express his views of 
‘the seheme; in presenting which he desired it to be 
‘clearly understood that he spoke for no interest, 
| clique or party, either in the senate or out of it; the 
‘opinions he should express were his own. He had 
not only abstained from all consultation or compari- 
| son of views upon the subject, but had resisted such 
‘consultation when proposed to him; because, looking 





*This paper has not been found with the letter at the 
| department of state, but is believed to be the same which 
has appeared in the newspapers, 
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at all is disposed to “let Dy-gones be] _ bra long Week Mr: M. had pondered the project, |in regulating the curreney: when at onee, th 
pi ng th al si ste of he coun- saat hase ribatertd os ation his mind of every feel- | mania vey ashi the land, and they Seer — 
and the a tae s, he was pre- ing but a desire to find the truth. He had viewed | from the destruction of the old: institution, like frogs 
Se is en who should propose any | t BRopome not like the advocate who had-written| from the waters of the Nile, until the country was 
easible me for its relief ina broad and catholic | this report, but like an honest man, determined to do ee siee saith them. ‘The policy of the state govern- 
spirit. Onal Subject of banking he held, proba-| his duty, And he was compelled to come to the con-|| ments, meanwhile, had created an immense debt 
bly some p pinic did not set so much | clusion that even in the worst of times this govern-| and the means of payment did not exist; and thus 
value upon. 4 deem them of-any great | ment had ever yet seen, never had there been so bold, | the people were reduced from the condition of the 





ly rae equence to others; but such as they were, the 
were his. . There was one reflection whieh ebuild uch 
but have occurred to every mind. They had here 
presented, to them a-paper marked by consummate 
ability; and drawn up with great labor, the produc- 
tion, as it was said, of a gigantic intellect, or, as 
others had expressed themselves, of the first mind in 






this republic; and gentlemen on all sides of the house 
had vied with each other in bestowing upon it their 
est eulogiums, 


. Immature, however, as he was in criticism, he was 
compelled to differ.in his judgment on the logical qua- 
lities of this. production, as well from the astute and 
ingenious senator (Mr. Bucuanan) from Pennsylvania, 
as from the able and learned senator from South Ca- 
rolina, (Mr. Cannoun). than whom no man in this 
country was better fitted to on the closeness of 
any specimen of logic,submitted to him. it was very 
remarkable that. the report passed over, and seemed 
studiously to avoid, those points of argument connect- 
ed. with the general subject, on which the ablest 
minds had for years done battle; and in the deduc- 
tions which it did make, so far from’ exhibiting the 
force end clearness of a Jogical head, it presented 
most obvious defects in logic, the conclusions drawn 
from premises laid down being inconsecutive, abrupt, 
and, in one instance especially, monstrous. There 
was one fact, in reference to the plan suggested in 
this document, which must have struck all who wit- 
hessed the proceedings of that hody. Here was a 
project, the production of a mighty intellect, one of 
the first satis of the age—a mind familiar for twen- 
ty years with the public affairs of this country, and 
closely identified with a great and glorious, and victo- 
rious political party—and yet, wonderful to tell, with 
all this acknowledged ability, all this experience and 
knowledge of publie affairs, and all this carefui cla- 
boration of a great and all-important subject, when 
the result.of its labors was presented to the senate, 
nota man had been found who would rise in his 
place, and say ‘I will take it.” A project was 
thrown out, backed by enough of intellectual power 
to force almost any principle upon the assent of other 
minds, and yet there was not found among all the 
members of that. body, no, not one so poor as to do 
it reyerence,; And why? The case was plain. It 
was an attempt to unite things essentially incompati- 
ble—to drink at once, and jf ine same cup, from the 
mouth and from the sources of the Nile. And here 
he must be suffered to say, that the course of the ho- 
norable senator, and of those who were on this occa- 
sion associated with him, habitually cherishing, as 
they did, the most exalted respect for the source from 
whence this document came, was such as entitled 
them to the respect of every candid and up-right man. 
They stood manfully by their principles, be they good 
or bad, and were too honest and too wary to step into 
the dead-fall which had been artfully prepared to 
catch them. 


To the honorable senator from New York (Mr. 
TatumapcGe) he would say that, although he was will- 
ing to do any thing which could consistently be done, 
to relieve the distresses of the country, and was pre- 
pared to. receive and consider whatever that senator 
and his committee might propose as a substitute for 
this scheme, yet he greatly feared that their efforts 
to prepare such a measure would be wholly unavail- 
ing: he feared so, How did it happen that nobody 
could be found.to come into this new project? Was 
it not, obviously, because old principles had been 
abandoned? Whatever motives might have led to 
the presentation of such a scheme, whether it had 
been conceived with a view to secure, or to hold 
power, it was althogether a new conception, and one 
that seemed artfully suited to the feelings of the time. 
Such, at least, would be the opinion of it entertained 
in. one part of the union. . If Mr. M. were to set about 
4 dissection of this remarkable production, he did not 
know that it would be worth the metal which might 
be worn away in the operation. Nobody put the 
measure forth as a thing to be adopted; that seemed 
not even to be thought of: as it stood, it was repudi- 
ated on all hands.’ In endeavoring to speak favora- 
bly of it, gentlemen did not speak of it, but of some- 
thing else—something as yet in nubibus—some unde- 
fined creation, whose form was as yet a mystery.— 
After all the Jong consideration which had been given 
to the general subject, and their familiarity with all 
the leading points involved, here, at this late hour, a 
project was presented as occupying an intermediate 








round, and all men of all parties were called upon 
tS come together and unite in supporting it. 


so reckless a push for absolute power, as was now 
unblushingly made in the paper before the senate.—. 
He repeated the assertion. Never, never, in the 
whole history of this government, had there been 
witnessed a push so bold; or one which, if suceessful, 
must be attended ‘with consequences so vast, and so 
disastrous to the liberties of this land. With a go- 
vernment possessing a power of patronage which, 
even in the feeblest hands, was of threatening aspect 
to liberty—a patronage which, spreading itself like a 
polypus, insinuated its attenuated fibres through all 
the interstices of society, and, by its tempting power, 
operating to subdue all that manliness of principle, 
that hardy virtue, which characterized our fathers— 
to propose to superadd to this threatening, this por- 
tentous amount of patronage the entire money power, 
and this to be managed and controlled at will by 
those hands which pull the wires and move the pup- 
pets of party—if he believed the country was pre- 
pared for such a measure as this, hé should feel a de- 
ression of mind which nothing could cheer; he should 
ook upon his children with tears, and must despair 
of the welfare of his country for centuries to come. 
What a concentration of power did it not attempt 
to achieve! In the present prostrate and down trod- 
den condition of our state banks—he spoke of that 
spurious and multitudinous herd which had sprung 
up under the misrule of a late administration—in- 
stitutions rotten throughout and tottering to their fall; 
if the government should at once furnish to the people 
a paper currency which should be in sound and gene- 
ral credit, those banks would pop, one after another, 
like guns discarging in a burning ship, from one end 
of the union to the other. This government machine, 
fabricating a paper like this, was to spring up amid 
the general blight and barrenness as “‘a vivifying and 
fructifying Pu of public prosperity, (he used the 
Inaguage of the eloquent author-of the report.) Yes: 
no doubt; and when it should have germinated and 
sprouted; when it’should have ‘put forth its root down- 
ward and borne fruit upward,’ while the whole land 
round about was a barren desert; when it should have 
spread its branches far and wide and covered the 
whole land with its shade—then—oh, yes—then we 
were to lie down in that ‘tranquility and repose’ which 
the writer of this report thought so desirable—the re- 
pose, ‘the stillness of an inexorable mean, mercenary 
despetism. To such a measure Mr. M. never could 
consent: he would not, should not. Could any man 
trace the consequences? What was the amount of 
money to be placed under the control of this new in- 
stitution? It was to issue a paper circulation to the 
amount of fifteen millions. Then it was to receive 
fifteen millions more upon deposite. Here was, at 
once, an amount of thirty millions of dollars, enough 
of itself to overflow the whole country, and he saw no 
guards in this bill to prevent.the amount being ex- 
tended to a hundred millions annually by its dealin 
in exchange. Should congress establish a high tavift 
or even but a liberal tariff, whose annual importings 
should now replenish the now empty treasury with 
an income of twenty-five million dollars, that alone 
might enable the government to raise its head over 
the dead sea of our prostrate national credit and wave 
the wand of its power tothe destruction of the public 
prosperity. Bnt should there be superadded to this 
a new capital of thirty millions, and the power to 
trade upon this to the amount of two hundred mil- 
lions more, subsidizing every thing to its own sup- 
port, wherever the wide-spread machinery of this 
exchequer should have been extended over the land, 
what chance could possibly remain for the existence 
of public liberty? Place a man of even moderate 
ability and of thirty-five years of age, in the presi- 
dential chair; put in his hands this mighty concentra- 
tion of power, political and fiscal, and if he did not 
ride roughshod over this people for the rest of his 
life, it must be owing to his own virtue, and not theirs 
who armed him with such an engine of oppression. 


This capital Was in a strange condition. Not a 
mail reached it from any quarter of the country 
which did not bring the evidence of real distress, of 
the most appalling suffering. Our proudest cities, so 
far from being exempt from the general lot, were 
the very theatres where calamity was most severely 
felt, Jt would be an interesting inquiry to ask how 
all this was brought about. Mr. M. would not de- 
tain the senate, or weary those who understood the 
case as well as he did, by retracing the course of 
events which induced a state of things so deplorable. 





Congress had stricken down that justitution which 
until the year 1836, had exerted so efficient a power 


brightest and palmiest prosperity to the deepest dis- 
tress and despom iia: The ag wack which had 
been resorted to of borrowing oreign capital had 
produced for a tire a factitious prosperity. But 
while the nation was revelling in all that abundance 
produced by the influx of borrowed wealth—while 
all was going on gloriously and a stranger would 
have supposed that the country had- attained to the 


| highest pitch of national strength and public pros- 


perity, a sudden reverse was experienced. The fo- 
reign debt was demanded: the means of meeting the 
demand was not te be found. Individual and public 
distress soon spread in every direction. The extre- 
mity of the pressure gave birth to the revolting idea 
of repudiation. If, then, to the refluent current, 
which was fast sweeping away the means of wealth, 
we added this hateful Aaeteina of repudiation, and 
the still more anti-American doctrine—and, I may 
add, in my judgment the atrocious doctrine—of re- 
peal of charters, and the destruction of vested rights, 
and add yet to these the tergiversations and treache- 
ry, in public, and the falsehoods, forgeries, frauds 
and all the other forms of dishonesty in the walks of 
private life, was it any wonder that men who pos- 
sessed capital should lock up and hoard their re- 
sources, and not expose them to a mass of population 
already deeply tainted, and more and more imbibing 
the poison of agrarian principles? 

In a state of things like this, or rather upon the ap- 
proximation of this state of things, the American 
people had risen as one man, and thrown off, by a 

urst of indignation, the individual whose mal-ad- 
ministration had, as they believed, brought about this 
unparalleled state of corruption and distress. They 
thought that they were about to substitute for his 
reckless misrule their own system of remedial mea- 
sures. Every one knew how they had been baulked 
in that expectation. The history of this natural 
crisis would be read by our patriotic children with 
wonder, as a page exhibiting the strangest, most un- 
accountable, and most useless tergiversation which 
the whole volume recorded, or would be closed and 
lorie with loathing and repugnance. . The people 

ad been utterly disappointed. The measure pro- 
posed by their friends in congress as the only panacea 
for the public ills had been offered, adopted, and 
vetoed at the extra sesion. And here Mr. M. must 
be suffered to say, that, although voting for that mea- 


‘sure, he had always felt great doubt in regard to its 


immediate efficiency. He had had his own misgiy- 
ings as to its effecting at once all that good which its 
friends in their sanguine moments promised them- 
selves, and, perhaps thoughtlessly, promised to others. 
He had never been a friend to banks; he had never 
touched a bank by any vote of his until last summer. 
The entire system was bottomed on such principles 
that it appeared to him to carry its own death within 
itself. The measure which the whigs had proposed, 
he believéd, might indeed mitigate, and for a time 
repress the evils connected with it. It might with- 
stand something of that surgelike force with which 
the mad excesses of the system were sweeping over 
the country. 


But there still appeared to him to remain one great 
desideratum, which nothing had as yet been able to 
supply, and that was, a principle within the system 
itself which should operate to check eXcessive is- 
sues, and prevent those fearful alternations of ex- 
pansion and contraction which so shook the system 
of public credit, and spread such frequent ruin 
throughout the mercantile community. If any such 
remedy had yet been discovered, Mr. M. was unac- 
quainted with it, and it certainly had never been ap- 
plied. Whatever might be said of the regulating 
power exerted over the state institutions by a bank 
of the United States—and such an institution did ex- 
ert that power to a certain extent—yet still in pro- 
portion to the degree of confidence which the public 
might repose in any of these state banks, they were 
invariably disposed to push their issues to extremes. 
Mr. M. was no bank agent nor bank machinist, and 
he admitted that the tendency of a U. States bank, in 
exerting a regulating power, would be to break such 
of the state banks as were essentially unsound—an 
operation which, however salutary: in the end, could 
not but be attended with a vast amount of private dis- 
tress in. their respective vicinities, ‘The mere dis- 
placement of capital which was necessarily involved 
in subscribing to so great a number of banks was in 
itself a great evil, and must necessarily produce great 
stricture in the money market. Then the explosion 
of rotten banks which must necessarily accompany % 
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eform in the currency would be uctive of great 
calami , On the whale, he believed that the com- 
munity had gone so far in the multiplication of banks, 
and in all those habits to which this gave rise, that it 
would require a long course of years to bring the 
country back,to a sound monetary condition. For 
these extended and inveterate evils government pos- 
sessed no’ panacea. It might do something by the 
establishment of a well regulated national bank, but 
even under the effect of such a measure many evils 
must still ‘continue to exist. Nothing could effectual- 
ly redeem the nation, nothing could ever restore the 
paliny days of her past prosperity, but patient labor, 

eneral habits of economy, and the retrenchment of 
individual expenditure. 

But now. what did we behold? In the distress and 
prostrate condition of the whole business of the coun- 
try—a condition rendered still more distressing from 
the defeat of every plan of relief—we had now a 

roject started, of which he would again say that 
it was the boldest push for absolute power which the 
people of this country had yet witnessed; and, fur- 
ther, which was the most protentous srise to be 
found in the history of modern times. Yes, a bribe; 
the most open and barefaced that ever was offered. 
In many parts of the country the people were sleep- 
ing on a voleano: their condition was in the last de- 
gree distressing and dangerous; they were, in fact, 
almost beggared; and when once a man was made a 
beggar, a very slight effort was sufficient to render 
him a slave. in their necessity they lifted up their 
eyes to the government for aid. And what was it 
now proposed that the government should do? Step 
forward and offer them a bank, with money facilities 
far greater and far better calculated for the easement 
of their distress and the relief of their immediate 
wants than any national bank which their best friends 
had ever devised. 


Mr. M. said that it might be worth while to go into 
a brief comparison between a Bank of the United 
States and the project proposed in the report before 
the senate. A Bank of the United States, when first 
started, naturally displaced a large amount of capi- 
tal; it produced a great money stricture, and then it 
went on to bank on the existing capital in its hands 
and in the country. But this exchequer board added 
by a stroke of the pen thirty millions to its capital, 
and by dealing in exchange was enabled to extend it 
to a hundred or a hundred and fifty millions more; for 
such were the wants of the country, and so long had 
they continued and accumulated, that its business 
would absorb the whole of that amount. Let the de- 
mon of speculation once be conjured up and turned 
loose upon its wild schemes of adventure, and no man 
could set limits to its demand. To offer to a famish- 
ing people a supply like this was, he repeated it, the 
greatest bride which the history of modern times 
could show. An ambitious president, with a term of 
three short years yet to run, having at his disposal a 
drilled corps of office holders, and holding unger his 
control a subsidized press, ruling over a_ people 
whose spirit was broken by a long pressure of want 
and calamity, and with the means of presenting them 
with an immediate relief in their distress, might 
i gna his power in spite of all efforts to resist 
1m. 


The plan proposed to add to the business capital of 
the country a sudden and vast increase, to be effected 
by a mere stroke of the pen. The immediate effect 
would be sudden and universal relief, comparative 
ease, and apparent affluence; but, as had been ably 
shown by the senator from Pennsylvania, the entire 
history of the world went to show that while this 
was always the first effect, the certain tendency was 
to depreciation, and the final issue in every case had 
been a general explosion. 

What a spectacle did the senate exhibit? When 
the parties it contained were just upon the eve of a 
great contest, while the whigs were in a position in 
which it was supposed they might dictate terms to 
the president, and while gentlemen on the other side 
seemed to exhibit a disposition more yielding to the 
powers that be, and when many held an adverse atti- 
tude towards each othcr who ought to be fast friends, 
there came in this project. It was presented, among 
others, to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr. 
Bucnanan), and what was his course? ‘Though 
strongly disposed to regard any thing from the presi- 
dent with a favorable eye, and though speaking of 
him personally-in the kindest language, he still ex- 
pressed the most decided opposition to the measure. 
He: could not go for it; and why? Because he held 
the project dangerous to the public liberty. And the 
honorable senator apprehended that, should a second 
Aaron Burr. mount the presidential chair, an engine 
like this might tempt him to perpetuate power in his 
own hand, and might render him the most absolute 
of rulers. Certainly the temptation would be great 
-——the bribe was enormous. ' Thirty millions of capi- 


as unsubstantial; branches spread all over the union;| feet in the great commercial, emporium of New 
a * script tariff; the Briarean power of the post York, and such it might have been in Charleston—a 
office department, with its. eight millions of drafts, a city which might have enjoyed a. similar distinction, 
universal system of rail roads and canals; and all this; had it not been for the fatal malaria and the yel- 
in an agrarian and mercenary ‘age, it did certainly | low fever. He feared, however, that the climate and 
ey a mass of power difficult to resist, and appal- | the God of Heaven had put that forever out of the 
ing to contemplate. Then to all this must be added | question. 
the entire power of patronage; the ability to confer _ One of the most striking things attending this pro- 
the distinctions of place, the more substantial profits | ject was, that it should have originated in the Virgi- 
of office, and all the weight of political honors and nia school of politics; and that its supporters, if it 
confidence. Put it all together, and Mr. M. would, had any, should be found in. that quarter. Mr. M. 
not trust any mortal man with its possession. If even | felt a deep veneration for the ancient dominion. No 
pr “enw s = ¥ apse oe rang from - — | — a a hoe pring’ ya eek principles 
anc ch a trust, Mr. M. would not put she incribed upon her banner in 98 and ’99—a period 
it into his hands, unless he had first received a reve-' in which she had resisted the vices of the age. Her 
lation from heaven that he would live forever. | politicians opposed a United States bank, because 
He considered it as among the worst signs of the | there was no warrant for it in the constitution. Her 
y ssgeerted a 7 — Feeding to fill the bosom of | a poor a my Peres “8 + on gn = 
e patriot with despondency, and to turn his eye Only for public liberty, bul private right. And al- 
with doubt upon the future, that this project Med though, in the creation of such a corporation, they 
looked at in the country simply in its money aspect. | might restrain it, fetter it, manacle it, in any manner 
It was examined and discussed solely as a measure | they pleased, yet still its inherent power appeared in 
calculated to give efficient relief and to remove men | their eyes so formidable and tremendous that public 
from thal gridiron of suffering on which they were ; liberty could not live by its side, But here there 
now bound. Certainly it was a scheme well pitched | €manated from that ancient dominion a system in 
to suit the present tone of the public mind. It exhi- which all the banking faculties were fully developed; 
bited a wares be arab with the character and : ma which — i. pore ns: upon and in- 
present condition of the American people. The ; “uence the government, but was lixed upon itas a 
manner in which the project was in some places re-| part and parcel of the government itself. - Yes, it 
ceived, and that too where there was an accumula-| W88 a Virginian, who could advocate a scheme like 
tion both of knowledge and of intellectual strength, | this!’ How Virginia, which had felt sueh dread of a 
seemed, in this respect, to justify the anticipations of | Corporation, whose charter it could modify as it 
its author. Even minds like these could look at it as! pleased, could ever go for a project like this, was a 
a money measure alone, and seemed entirely to dis- | thing he could not not understand. But if he wit- 
regard the deep and dangerous tendency which lay | nessed a course like this, he certainly should cease 
concealed beneath its surface. - take lessons in political integrity from the ancient 
But it was said that the project}was to be modified. | dominion. Not a single banking power could be 
It was to return from the committee in quite a differ-| mentioned that was not fully developed in this 
ent shape. Now, if his honorable friend from New | scheme. Here was the power of Issue, the power of 
York, (Mr. Tattmapnce), who was at the head of de posite; and the power of lending the public money, 
that committee, and for whom no man entertained a the power of discount, effected by an evasion. It was 
more sincere respect. and on whose purity and patrio-| that the kites raised under this system would remain 
ti derati ee 1 it pully id less time upon the wing, but their flight would be ex: 
ism, moderation and sagacity, no man could more | /©5 he wing, 0 x 
implicitly rely, should be able to accomplish such aj tended over a wider circuit. 
modification of the scheme as should strip it of its | The whole plan was, in fact, nothing else but the 
more dangerous and alarming features, Mr. M. would fiscal corporation of his friend from Ge-rgia, (Mr. 
not ep teed fap the aoe ae aed but | Berrien), bony | a ee exposed to the 
would leap to its adoption. is heart would rejoice | open air, with all the winds and storms of Heaven 
within him at the thought that such a thing were | beating upon it, ill at last there came a thunderelap 
ee retry age feared oe v wtisd could be | “ane uae it in utter ye yn te! But now 
accomplished. That master mind which was suppos-| behold it picked up, resuscitated, set upon its feet, 
ed to have conceived and elaborated this production, | and removed beneath the friendly’ shelter of the 
patel i _ by mel 2 ee ~ awe ee agi ‘ee 4 ge oy a: no points 
rt: , to present to the senate this alternative, | of diversity between the two. ie fiscal corpora- 
‘either take this or submit to the sub treasury.” if tion bill, though it had been approved at headquar- 
‘that were the alternative, Mr. M. would not hesitate | ters, and drawn almost by executive dictation, never- 
for a moment. He would incomparably rather adopt | theless encountered the presidential veto: and, should 
the sub treasury than this monstrous Juggernaut, | the present bill pass both houses, he would not risk 
whose murderous car would make its way over the his life upon it, but he would not mind risking a 
“some ALD se — a pe | few yellow boys, that this bill also would share the 
nregard to the sub treasury, Mr. M. observed | same fate. If congress could not get what the pre- 
that he had first formed his opinion of it while in pri- | sident had expressly promised them, what ground had 
_ rset mee be pootess et it then Pm ye oy | they to oxpert that of which they had received no 
that, sidered per se, in the language of the court, | promise? 
it was a measure whose benefits were more enhanced| The course of the gentlemen on the other side Mr. 
by its friends, and whose evils were more exaggerat-| M. regarded as most unkind, in determining to stand 
ed by mes oma esha we stron ane As aj still paws: they pee and pone ae ve 7 this 
measure for the restoration of the currency, he con-| measure to come to them. ould it not have been 
sidered it wholly inefficient; but his chief objection to| more becoming, if a compromise must be effected, 
it had been on account of that spirit of solitude and | that each of the parties should yield a little ground? 
isolation which so strongly pervaded it, and which he | It seemed very manifest that this measure had been 
did not deem respectable, and which went to divorce | framed with the designed object of securing the sup- 
the government from the community. As held up in | poit of the honorable senator from Pennsylvania and 
a ee the government Nore aay the mer of the | eo South Carolina, since it was 
of some ship which was overtaken in a storm, who, | an amalgamation of the orginal conception of Pre- 
instead of sticking to his ship and his passengers,took sident Jackson, once and still so great a favorite with 
to the life boat, succeeded in securing himself on) the first gentleman, and a scheme of the honorable 
oho ws yer emery in the i a left ~ ves-| senator from South Carolina himself. The twoseem- 
selto her fate, to be shattered on the reefs or to| ed to have been nicely dovetailed into each other. 
founder in the waves. ‘To this feature of the scheme, | It was very true that when Jackson threw out the 
Mr. M. had felt the utmost aversion. Thestrenuous| intimation of such a project, the United States bank 
opposition which that.plan received from the whigs} was in the height of its power. But, although the 
was directed not so much against the plan itself, as it| power of General Jackson was irresistible, not only 
then stood, as against what they apprehended it o the general multitude, but by those who stood at 
would grow to be; but even their utmost fears never} the head of society, the project met no favor. It 
magnified it into such an overshadowing and all-| was repudiated on all hands, and in all quarters; yet 
grasping institution as was presented in this bill.—)} that very plan was the basis of the present measure. 
True, indeed, it was of the same species, but it had | To this had been superadded the scheme of the sena- 
not attained any thing like the same size or strength. | tor from South Carolina. This latter plan Mr. M. 
It hidits face modestly behind a veil, so that its fea-} had never particularly examined. As might be ex- 
tures were but dimly seen; but this looked out impu- | pected, it was bold and original in its character, and 
dently with the countenance of a harlot—it starcd| might be feasible. ‘This was substantially the same 
oot! see meeting Aboes } orgnte a “en rear _ Moepaoritn mala ae say gee 
e certain effect of the adoption of this scheme | the difference between the proposed. paper issues o 
must be to destroy the local banks throughout the} this exchequer bank and a government paper money, 
United States, with the exception of those in the} to all practical effect there was no difference: for this 
great commercial centres; and there its effect would | new money would de facto rest-on the faith of govern- 
be so powerful and so concentrated, that they would | ment alone, and would be as ie pag iredeemable 
be profitiess. Mr. M. did not know that he would | as if it were declared so on its face. When it-was 











tal springing up as an exhalation, as sudden and yet 





weep many tears over them. Such would be its ef-| issued in the proportion of three to one—when it 
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graaped every, even the minutest concern of private 
ife—when it insinuated itself everywhere, and in- 
termingled itself with ell the relations of society, 
how eould it be expected that the government should | 
redeem it? Was it ever designed or expected that it 
should? os seu 

Mr. M. said that here there was an administration 

rofessedly whig, which came forward and planted 
itself upon a measure which derived its origin in 
part from the very highest authority ever claimed by 
General Jackson, and in part from the intellectual 
ingenuity of another scarcely less distinguished. 
Thus it stood, with one foot on the one side and the 
other on the other. Under such circumstances he 
confessed that he had no hope of seeing any thing 
done for the currency. There remained a barrier 
yet inthe way. When the vengeance of Heaven de- 
scended on the man of their choice all their expec- 
tations as a party were at once defeated, and they 
found 1m the chief seat of power a man who had with 
them no sympathy. Under circumstances like these 
what hope could ie cherished? If, indeed, the same 
vengeful stroke had descended on another head, and 
by one blow the first and the second choice of the 
people had both fallen, it was possible that some of 
our Lilliputian politicians, fellows ef two and a half 
inches high, who were now endeavoring to throw 
their feeble, attenuated, gossamer threads round about 
the manly limbs and muscles of one who was to 
them as an intellectual giant, might have been 
marching along with high airs of pride and triumph 
in the whig track and under the whig banner. But, 
alas! he lived—Richard Coeur de Lion yet lived, and 
the devil was unchained; and King John, instead of 
looking to the welfare of the state, was busy only in 
the effort to surround the common enemy with bar- 
riers and palisadoes. Yes, he lived, and his cold 
shadow was thrown across these Lilliputian heroes, 
and they shrunk and shivered in the chilling shade. 
Though we had a Tiber and a Goose creek, we had 
no Tarpeian rock; but had he thrown himself, Cur- 
tius-like, into the gulf, and nobly perished for the 
salvation of his country, there might have been some 
hope that these gentry would have conducted the go- 
vernment on the principles which the people had 
sanctioned. And who eould teli?—perhaps there 
might be a hope yet. [A laugh.]} 

When the government treasure was entrusted to 
existing corporations, there was something of a mu- 
tual liability between them; but here, in this bill, 
we found an immense machinery, flooding the coun- 
try with million upon million, and no power any- 
ss but in the willof the soverign to control it. 
In a free government Mr. M. would never consent to 
trust such a power anywhere, While private claims 
of the clearest and most indubitable justice were 
constantly rejected from year to year, because the 
government could not be sued, would they invest 
with the like prerogative of wnsueability an institu- 
tion with all the powers to be enjoyed by this ex- 
chequer. For one, he never would consent to it. 


He had said that it was not his intention to go into 
an analysis of the bill, yet there were really one or 
two things in it which had so forcibiy struck his 
mind, and which so petra? demonstrated the illo- 
gical character of the much vaunted argument in 
the report, that he could not but refer to them. 

The first occurred in page 2 of the printed report, 
where it was asserted that this exchequer board was 
no bank, because it did not collect its capital by sub- 
seription—just as if that feature were essential to 
the existence of a bank. Might not a bank be in- 
corporated and endowed with all banking faculties 
where this requisite was wholly wanting? What 
were the banksof Alabama? If this reason was a 
sound one, they were no banks at ali, (a state of 
things which the people of that state might well de- 
sire to be the case). [A laugh]. This was a speci- 
men of the incontrovertible logic for which this pa-' 
per had been so highly praised, and praised too by 
the senator from South Carolina, whose searching 
eye any one would have supposed no insecutive cén- 
clusion could have escaped. But he supposed that 
the senator had been so much gratified, and so en- 
tirely engrossea — the concessions in the report, 
that he was not disposed to look with a very micro- 
scopic gaze upon its other features. 

gain, in page 8, it was contended that this was 
no government bank, because it did not discount. 
Now, here was a doubled and twisted fallacy: the 
reason given Was untrue in principle and unture in 
fact. Untrue in fact, for confessedly the board 
would discount bills of exchange; and untrue in 
principle because a bank may exist without this pow- 
er. Here was another instance of the impregnable 
logic of the report, another evidence of that gigan- 
tic intellect whose. impress was said to distinguish 
every word and line. - 

The third fallacy might be found on pages 5 and 6, 
where ‘the seeretary insisted that the bill proposed 





no union of the purse and the sword, because neither 
the president nor his secretary could touch a dollar 
in the treasury without an appropriation. ren had 
not this always been the case? Yet what had been: 
the ‘ground taken by the whig party at the time of 
the removal of the deposites? What had been the 
outcry on that occasion of this secretary himself—- 
both master and man? Although every petty loco 
foco paper in the country had defend 
this very ground, that Gen. Jackson, could not him- 
self touch a dollar of the public money unless by the 
appropriation of congress, did the whigs admit that 
reasoning was valid? Did they not still contend that 
that act effected a union of the purse and the sword? 
And was not the case the same now? In this fallacy 
there were two untruths involved; nay, three. In 
the first place, the principle was unconstitutional. It 
was said that neither the president nor the secretary 
could touch a dollar of the public money. But this 
government had fallen into deeay, and, though com- 
merce had become quite too mercenary a concern 
for the aristocracy of the present day, as a substitute 
they turned their attention to banking, and as the 
revenue was Collected at different points, and had to 
pass through the hands of subordinate functionaries, 
every paper of a custom-house might appro- 
priate the whole amount to the purchase of exchange. 
The argument entirely overlooked the fact that the 
entire revenue might be seized upon without a dol- 
lar being appropriated. If this was an example of 
the severe, consecutive, impregnable logic of the 
report, he, for one, must have more capacity before 
he could be able to appreciate it. 

Mr. M, said, in conclusion, that the bank in this 
bill was ultra, beyond any United States bank that 
had ever been thought of. When Ceasar, at the 
head of his victorious legions, broke into the temple 
of Vesta, and seized the public treasure, he had not 
in his hands a power so gigantic as that which was 
conferred by this bill. “ It was the long-sought philo- 
sopher’s stone; the lamp of Aladdin was no touch to 
it. It converted reams of paper into gold, merely 
by putting it under the press of the government. 


With all this gigantic scheme, concocted and ela- 
borated by the master-mind of the age, backed by 
all this force of argument, and defended by all these 
illogical conclusions,he would not say that -here 
was a man in this senate who would not take it, but 
this he would say, there was none here who had 
nerve enough to say “I will take it:” ‘‘Eapede Her- 
culem.”” Here might be seen, on a narrow strip of 
land, which separated on one side the calm, deep 
blue sea of the whig principles and doctrines, on 
whose bosom were upborne the destinies of free- 
dom and the hopes of a gazing and expectant world, 
from the ragingsea of democracy, whose wild surges 
were roaring and dashing on the other, the foot-print 
of Hercules—but not the whole impress of the foot; 
for so narrow was the frail and sandy verge, and so 
nearly did the waters on the one side encroach upon 
its limits and threaten to mingle with those upon the 
other, that there was not room for the giant te tread 
without having a portion of his foot-print obliterated 
by the waves. 

And, finally. next to the daring and presumptuous 
attempt at the subjugation of the people by the se- 
ducing influence of the money power, that which 
most offended Mr. M. in this document was the 
spirit of base and vile subserviency and flattery to- 
wards the president which everywhere marked its 
pages, and which presented the revolting spectacle 
of a gross and mercenary adulation, in the face and 
at the sacrifice of principle, nobly avowed and de- 
fended for twenty years! 

But, said Mr. M. I have too long occupied the at- 
tention of the senate with this desultory and disin- 
tegrated and disconnected rigmarole. I had intend- 
ed to say more, but as it is always my desire to speak 
with great tenderness and respect of the functiona- 
ries of government, [loud laughter], I shall forbear, 
and will now resume my seat. 
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Janvary 20. The president of the senate laid be- 
fore the body a message from the president of the 
United States, in compliance with a resolution of the 
iith instant, calling for the correspondence in rela- 
tion to the mutiny and murder on board the Ameri- 
can brig Creole, while on her passage frem Rich- 
mond to New Orleans. 

A number of petitions against the» regular post- 
ponement of the bankrupt law were presented by 
several senators and appropriately referred. 

Mr. Pieree, from the committee on military af- 
fairs, reported a bill to equalize the pay of oflicers 


,of the army, &e. 


in dollars and cents, per annum, of the. officers 
‘naval service of Great Britain, of all grades, distinguish- 


the act on} off 








On motion of Mr. Williams, 

Resolved, ‘That the secretary of the navy be directed 
to report to the senate the pay and emoluments, if any 
ers in the 


ing the pay of each grade, and the petty officers and sea- 
men in the sarne service, with like information in refe- 
rence to the officers and privates of the marine corps in 
the British service; and also the pay and emoluments of 
écrs and men in the nayal service of the U. States, 
_— number of each in the latter service in the year 


Mr. Evans moved to proceed to the unfinished bu- 
siness of yesterday, when the treasury note bill was 
called up. : 


Mr. Woodbury said he regretted the motion which 
had been submitted by the chairman of the commit- 
tee, for the reason that it gave rise to a discussion, 
and incidentally brought up the whole question of ex- 
penditure and receipt. The whole question was, 
whether we would increase the public debt five 
millionsof dollars. It was, therefore, a material 
question to consider, and calculated to give rise to a 
discussion. By substituting the treasury notes for 
the loan we increased the debt of the government to 
the amount proposed. ‘The treasury notes, in addi- 
tion to the loan, were not now wanted, because the 
head of the department did not ask more than be- 
tween three and four millions for the first quarter of 
the year. He regretted that the amendment had 
been proposed. 


The house of representatives, which properly held 
the purse-strings of the country, had recommended 
the proviso which it was now proposed to strike out. 
By doing this, we held out to the country that we 
were increasing the liabilities of the government. 
We hold out the idea also that treasury notes were 
not worth as much as the loan, and thus depreciated 
our own paper. 


Mr. Woodbury contended that the expenditures of 
the government could be reduced to a sum below 
twenty-three millions of dollars. The late adminis- 
tration proposed to decrease. the expenditures much 
below this amount—to a sum of even seventeen and 
eighteen millions of dollars. He, as the head of the 
treasury department, was in earnest when he pro- 
posed these reforms. When the tariff was reduced 
he had then proposed to reduce the expenditures, in 
order to make them conform with the receipts of the 
government. In regard to expenditures, too, they 
should be brought down to eighteen or twenty mil- 
lions of dollars; and then, if this was done, there 
would be money enough in the treasury. 


Mr. Calhoun said he extremely regretted the amend- 
ment had been proposed. There was a disposition 
to let the bill pass on this side of the senate if this 
amendment had not been incorporated. If it was 
persisted in, it was obvious that it would become 
the question of the session, and not only be discussed 
here, but at length in the house of representatives. 
The treasury was exhausted, and he did not choose 
to tale the responsibility of delaying it. He hoped 
the honorable chairmanof the committee of ways 
and means would not take the responsibility of this 
delay. It was admitted that this money was not 
wanted for the present quarter, and that there would 
be money enough in the treasury then for the second 
quarter, in part at least. The question proposed 
was nothing more than to create a new debt of five 
millions of dollars. It was nothing more than to in- 
crease the debtof the government annually to the 
amount of five millions of dollars. It was a propo- 
sition to increase the taxes to this amount. We 
were not prepared for this, nor were we prepared 
for the discussion which would be likely to follow if 
it was persisted in. He therefore appealed to the 
senator from Maine to prevent the discussion by 
withdrawing the amcndment. 

Mr. Evans, in reply,said the senator had made a 
pretty strong persona! appeal to him not to press this 
amendment. The senator knew that it was not un- 
der his contro]; that he was but the organ of the 
committee, and could not control the amendment in 
any way. Mr. E. also showed the effect of inserting 
this proviso; and of striking it, as proposed, from the 
bill. ‘The very evils complained of, he showed, 
would come if the bill was not passed. 


After some further discussion, the question was 
taken on the amendment, when there appeared for it: 
_YEAS—Mesers. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Ber- 
rien, Choate, Clay, Mvans, Graham, Huntington, Kerr, 
Mangum. Merrick, Miller, Morehead, ‘Porter, Prentiss, 
Preston, Rives, Smith, of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, 
White, Woodbridge—24. 

NA YS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clayton, Fulton, Hendersen, King, Linn, McRoberts, 
Mouion, Pierce, Sevier, Smith, of Conneeticut, Stur- 
geon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, 
Young—2t. 

The question was then taken on concurring with 


‘the committee in the amendments, and agreed to. 
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. Woodbury said the senator from Missouri had 
Rigg Fees to offer to the bill, and he also de- 
signed to offer one. And then the senate adjourned. 

January 21. Sezeral memorials in relation to the 
bankrupt law generally against any interference with 
it were presented and referred. ; 

Mr. Phelps said that, in presenting his, that he 
would state that although his constituents felt but 
little interest in the subject, and would not be affect- 
ed at all by it, the memorials presented from Ver 
mont and the voice of the state had been, so far, 
without a solitary exception, in favor of the law. 
Mr. P. said he had not taken part in the debate, for 
ithe reason that he occupied a somewhat delicate po- 
sition in differing from his colleague, whose opinions 
he at all times respected. Upon a future occasion he 
would state his opinions somewhat at large in refer- 
ence to this measure. His own constituents were 
not much interested in this bill, perhaps as little in- 
terested as any people in the United States. He 
should, however, deeply regret to see the senate of 
the United States so far trifle with its legislation and 
with the hopes of the people, expecting and awaiting 
the benefits of this law, as to go for a repeal of the 
law. If, after more experience, the law should prove 
a bad one, he would then, with the evidence before 
him of its inefficiency, go for repeal. - But now, once 
for all, he would say that if there was any measure 
which was called for by the country, it was this pre- 
cise measure. Nothing upon the face of the consti- 
tution, in his opinion, exhibited more the wisdom of 
the framers of that instrument than this very power 
to establish a uniform system of bankruptcy through- 
out the United States. He would venture to predict, 
and if this law was abrogated he feared, that the 
states would resort to such extravagant measures of 
legislation as had never before been heard of. 


Mr. Linn from the select committee on the terri- 
tory of Oregon, reported a bill to authorise the adop- 
tion of means for the occupation and settlement of 
the territory of Oregon, and for extending certain 
portions of the laws of the union over the same, and 


Mr. Clay said that resolutions had been presented 
this morning from the state of Alabama similar in 
their character as those adopted by another state.— 
He was sorry those states should have taken this 
stand. It would become necessary to make some 
provision by law; and he would therefore submit a 
resolution, which would lie over until to-morrow, 
Viz: 

Kesolved, ‘That the coninittee on the public lands be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of providing by 
luw that, whenever any state or states shall refuse their 
proportions of the proceeds of the public lands, such 
proportion shali be distributed among the residue of the 
ussenting states. 

Mr. Alien then moved to take up the resolution 
laid on the table yesterday, which he should so mo- 
dify as to strike out the words ‘‘and his reasons there- 
for,” with a view to facilitate its passage. 

Mr. Rives moved to amend by striking out all after 
the word resolved, and inserting as follows: 

‘““I'hat the secretary of the treasury be directed to re- 
p:rt to the senate, by what means adequate provision 
can best be made fur meeting the necessary expenditures 
of the government in the present condition of the coun- 
try, submitting his plaus therefor in detail, with esiimates 
uf the probable produc: of each source of, supply; and, 
also, to whatextent retre;;chinent in the various branches 
of the pubic expenditure is iikely to arise from the ces- 
cation or diminution of charges on the treasury now ex- 
isting, or may be further aticcted by a wise economy, 
adapted alike to the wants and the resources of the go- 
verminent.” ° 

Mr. Clay said the condition of the treasury was 
such, and the resolution so unimportant, that he felt 
himself called upon to ask for the order of the day. 
He moved, therefore, to lay the resolution upon the 
table. Yeas 27, nays 19, the resolution was Jaid upon 
the table. 

The discussion of the treasury note bill, as the un- 
finished business, was resumed soon after one o’clock. 

‘The question being stated, Mr. Benton proposed an 
amendment to the bill in the form of additional sec- 





tions, for the purpose of taxing notes and paper is- 
sued by corporations. 

The amendment being read by the secretary of the 
scnate, Mr. Benton spoke in its favor. 


power was ia the government. 


country. 

Mr. Bayard said he would have given a silent vote 
had not the yeas and nays been called. He was very 
free to say that he had no doubt that it wotld be 
found indispensable to exereise this taxing power 
with a view of regulating the currency. We had 
901 banks, with a nett circulation of $86,000,000.— 
heir résponsibilities were one hundred and twenty- 
Six millions. The banks bad usurped the powers of 


the federal government in controlling the currency; | 
and, until these powers were restored, the evils would , 
not be gotrid of. The banks had entrusted their busi- | 
ness, to those utterly incapable of managing it, and 
who had no interest in the corporation, and whose 
interests were opposed to the stockholders. ‘There 
was but one remedy for this; and that was, to hold 
the sword over these institutions. Banks that con- 
tinued to suspend should go into a state of liquidation. 
Eighty-six millions of dollars in paper were now in 
circulation, and some of it of the most worthless 
character. So bad was the existing state of things 
that an obscure broker in Richmond could draw a 
bill 2 an obscure broker here, and these bills 
passed as currency. Even in this town, under the 
very eye of the government, the worst of rags passed 
as money and performed the functions of a currency. 
Such.a state of things Mr. B. expressed himself ex- 
tremely anxious to remedy, but he could not do so 
in the form proposed by the senator from Missouri— 
regarding, as he did, the amendment to be out of or- 
der and out of place. 

Mr. King said he was opposed to the amendment 


The senator talks of the public lands as though 
they were thrown away. Did not the states receive 
them? Did not the people have the benefit of them? 
But why, he asked, this covert attack upon the land 
bill when another bill is under consideration. We 
will meet you openly and fairly (said Mr. Clay) 
when this question comes before the senate. It 
would be remembered that when the honorable gen- 
tleman (Mr. Woodbury) sat at the other end of the 
avenue begging and lamenting over the necessities of 
the government, that he recommended, and twice in 
one session of congress, the issue of treasury notes. 
Did we make any opposition to them? No. Even 
though opposed to them in principle, we submitted 
to them, and now he would say, en passant, that he 
was opposed to the whole system of issuing treasu- 
ry notes, and that he could not vote for this bill, un- 
less his vote was necessary to save it. But how was 
it with the senator from New Hampshire? Notwith- 
standing he had worked like a beaver [laughter] ses- 
sion after session, to procure the passage of trea- 
sury notes, he was now found, even when the 





propased by the senator from Missouri. What, 
e asked, was the object of it? To put down, as was 
said, a temporary evil by a violation of the constitu- 
tion of the United States. He could not consent to 
this. He thought, also, that the amendment was out 
of place, and appealed to the mover not to embarrass 
the bill by pressing it to a vote. Jn conclusion, he 
said that he trusted his friend would withdraw his 
amendment. 

Mr. Benton withdrew his amendment—pledging 
himself, however, as he said, to renew it the very 
first moment a new revenue bill was introduced into 
the senate, or any other bill which could properly be 
presented, 

Mr. Wright then proposed a second amendment, 
which, in presenting, he said, he trusted would not 
embarrass the bill or lead to debate. ‘The amend- 
ment proposed in a different form the precise object 
contemplated by the proviso of the house of repre- 
sentatives which the senate yesterday struck from 
the bill. Mr. Wright then called the yeas and nays 
upon his amendment; which, being ordered, was ne- 
gatived, yeas 17, nays 26. 

Mr. Woodbury foliowed, with another amendment, 
which he said, he did not offer to delay the bill, but 
because it seemed to him necessary in order to pre- 
serve the public credit. It was the parctice of our 
fathers to maintain the public credit at all hazards, 











and to give pledges for its payment. He proposed to 
do so in this bill, by pledging the public domain, 
which had been given to the states for u mess of pot- 
tage, to the redemption of the public debt. 

Mr. W. proposed an amendment to the following 
effect: 

“That besides the general revenue from customs, the 
proceeds of the sales of public lands are hereby specially 
pledged for the redemption of the treasury notes issued 
under the provisions of this act, and shall be applied so- 
lelv'to that use wnril the debts created by said notes shall 
be fully satisfied, and to carry that purpose into effect 
the first six sections of the land distribution bill be re- 
pealed.” 

Mr. Clay replied to Mr. Woedbury, and asked what 
did the honorable senator do when at the head of the 
treasury department? His policy seemed to have 
changed. In point of fact we had been going on 
with an excess of expenditure over our receipts for 


country was suffering, embarrassing the passage of 
this bill. 

Mr. Woodbury said that the senate would bear him 
witness that he had not delayed the passage of this 
bill. His friends had proposed to take it as it came 
from the house. But Mr. W. said he had risen for 
another purpose; and that.was to say that the trea:- 
sury notes were always at par when the preceding 
administration was in power. Since then, treasury 
notes were depreciated, and the government stocks 
also were five cents below par. Treasury notes, he 
repeated, had not been below par during the existence 
of the Jate administration. 

Mr. Clay said that it was perfectly true that the 
senator recommended the taxing of tea and coffee. 
But the vote of the senator was not in accordance 
with his recommendation. The precept and exam- 
ple were not in coincidence. His report and his 
vote were at war with each other. Like some divines 
in the pulpit, he taught one thing and practised ano- 
ther. 

Mr. Woodbury said he thought he was quite as con- 
sistent as the senator was, who had promised retrench- 
ment. 


Mr. Calhoun said he wished to say one word, since 


ihe had been referred to by the senator from Ken- 


tucky. He had shown no newborn zeal in regard to 
taxes. His views now were what they always had 
been. The senator was mistaken m stating the grounds 
of his opposition. He did only opggse robbery upon the 
public treasury by taking ey lands. 

‘The question was called for, and taken upon Mr. 
Woodbury’s amendment, as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan. Calhoun, 
Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberis, Mouton, Pierce.g Se- 
vier, Smith, of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, 
Williams, Woodbury, Wright, Youny—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Ber- 
rien, Choate, Clay, Clayton, Evans, Graham, Hunting- 
ton, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick. Miller, Morehead, Phelps, 
Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Smith, of Indiana, 
Southard, ‘Tallmadge, White, Woodbridge—26. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Calhoun said that he had intended to have 
stated his views before the enzrossment of the bill, 
but would forego what he had to say until the pass- 


age. He therefore moved an adjournment; which 
was carried. 





four successive years. They had been thrown from 
one year into another, and they were thrown over by 
the last administration, and for this administration to 
redeem. The notes now below par, and which we 
are called upon (said Mr. Clay) to redeem, are the 
treasury notes of the preceeding administration, and 
until the senator from New Hampshire brings up his 
own paper to par from its present depreciation, let 
him be fess solicitous about the treasury notes to be 
issued by the present administration. 


But whence this newborn zeal, said Mr. C. in re- 
gard to taxation. It was, he admitted, scandalous 
that this government should have gone on four years 
past, and was going on now, by the expenditure of 
more than was received. Taxation he knew, and 
had before said, was the remedy for this. Carry out, 


‘then, said he, the spiritof the compromise act. Look 
Mr. Calhoun|to revenue alone for the support of government. | 
opposed its Mr. Walker was in favor of it. He asked | Do not raise the question of, protection, which, said | 
in reply to Mr. Calhoun if any one doubted the taxing | 
He would even go| put to rest. 
larthervand tax all the gold and silver ware in the | 


the senator from Kentucky, } had hoped had been 
There is no necessity of protection, for 
protection. But what, asked Mr. C. was the course 
of my honorable friend from New Hampshire (for 


'I heartily reciprocate the friendship he professed for 


me the other day) when we had a tax bill under con- 
sideration? Where was he then? Did he vote for 
the tax. biil before us? Did he not rather choose to 
.sip his tea and coifee a little longer, and to withhoid 
the tax from those luxuries? And will he now, continu- 











ed Mr. C. consent to tax these articles? Iihe will, f 
go along with him heart and hand, 


And the senate adjourned. 

January 22. Memorials on the subjectof the 
bankrupt law were presented and referred. Memo- 
rials also for increase of duty on certain articles, 
for indemnification for spoliations prior to 1800, for 
establishing a port of entry at New Albany, were 
presented and referred. 

On motion of Mr. Sevier, 

Resofved, ‘Thatthe committee on the judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of authorising 
such persons as were citizens of the United States, bu: 
who have found themselves unexpectedly citizens of 
‘Texas by the line of houndary which has been recently 
inade between the United States and ‘Texas, to return 
to the United S:ates with their slaves 

Mr. Benton submitted the followiug: 

Resolved, ‘That the secreiary of the treasury be direct- 
'ed to report to the senate as follows: 
| lst. A statement showing the annual amount of draw- 
back paid on the exportation of refined sugar from the 
commencement to the end of the vear 1542. 

2d. A monthly statement of such payments for the 
year 1342. 

3d. The estimated amount of such payments for the 
year 18-412, 

4th. The amount of duty annually paid on inyported 
| brown susaras nearly as it can be compuied. 

th. The anual amount of fishing bounties and al- 
lowences paid sittee the commencement of the same, 
} with the annual amount of salt tax per bushel, and the 
lannual gross produc! of the salt tax, and: the nett pro- 
}ductof the same after coducting the fishing bounties 
| uad allowances. 
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6th: The estimated amount of fishing bounty and al- 
lowances to accrue fromthe year 1842, and the gross 
nd ‘nett amount of salt tax for the same year. eer 

Mr. Walker moved that the bankrupt bill have its 
second reading then; which motion having been 
agreed to, the bill was read'a second time. 

The discussion the treasury note bill was re- 
sumed at one o’clock, as the unfinished business, the 
question being ‘‘shall the bill pass?” 

- Mr. Calhoun said that when we were called upon 
to impose additional burdens upon those we repre- 
sent, we ought to act with the greatest caution. To 
vote taxes, except in the case of exigency, was no- 
thing more than the severest spoliation. We were 
called upon to make this appropriation upon the esti- 
mates of the department. He knew too much of 
these estimates to place much reliance upon them. 
He would not vote for the bill because, he held it to 


‘be unnecessary. Retrenchment and economy would 


Saye more than this amount from the treasury. It 
had been proposed to increase the expenditures of 
the navy two millions of dollars over the past year, 
and he was not ready for this. Deduct two millions 
from this recommendation, and it would be two mil- 
lions saved. These appropriations, at least, might 
go over to the next session. The expenses of the 
marine corps amounted to nearly six hundred thou- 
sand dollars, nearly six hundred dollars a head 
—two hundred dollars a head higher than the army, 
cadets and all. He hoped the other expenses of the 
navy department were not in proportion so high as 
this. Between the reductions which might be made 
in the marine corps and the navy two millions and a 
half might be saved. Then there was an estimate of 
sixty-five thousand dollars for ‘surveys, which ought 
to be taken from the sales of public lands. In all, 
,000 were for surveys. Then there was a patent 
nd of $153,000, which he did not understand. He 
presumed it was for patents received, and ought to 
go into the treasury. Then there was a considerable 
amount credited to trust funds. Then the head of 
nsions claimed considerable attention. The fall- 
ing in was at the rate, he had heard, of three hun- 
dred thousand dollarsa year. This, added, made a 
very considerable amount. 

He had turned his attention also to the treasury 
department, and there found over a million and a 
half appropriated to harbors. This was the most 
unjust, unequal, and uneonstitutional of all appro- 
priations, and he little expected to see such appro- 
priations recommended. All added together would 
make four millionsgpd cight hundred thousand dol- 
Jars, and half a milion might be added toit. But 
this was not all. Greater reductions could be made 
by an economical administration of government. 
Congress could do but little except to co-operate 
with the administration. This was difficult to be done 
he knew, but nevertheless it might be done. If re- 
trenchment saved us five millions, economy wouid 
save us five more. 


The expenses of this government were of three 
classes: the civil list, the army, and the navy; and all 
of these had been increased enormously since 1823. 
The remedy now was to compare the present with 


. the past, mark the difference, and compel the diffe- 


rence to be acconnted for. He cited 1823, and in- 
tended to make that the standard, because that was 
the standard for him, the government being then 
economically administered. He selected 1823, also, 
because in 1824 we commenced a new system, and 
that of protection, which had done so much evil. 
Wehad made two tariffs since then, the origin of all 
evils. The civil list rose in seventeen years from 
about $2,000,000 to $6,000,000—nearly a threefold 
proportion compared with the increase of population. 
Ir congress the increase had been enormous. ‘The 
increase of contingent expenses had been fivefold, 
and, compared with population, sixfold. ‘The aggre- 
gate expenses of the two houses now amounted to 
more than $250,000. The expense of collecting re- 
venue had also been enormously increased. From 
1823 it had gone up from $700,000 to $1,700,000— 
an increase of one millionof dollars. ‘he expense 
en collection in 1823 was but one per cent. now one 
per cent.and 5 100. Under the tariff these increases 
were made from 1824 to 1828. Estimating the expen- 
sesof collection at $800,000, about $1,000,000 would 
be saved. The judiciary had increased in this propor- 
tion, and the light house departmeut also. In the 
war department in 1822, (the only year for which he 
had estimates) the expenses per man were but 6264, 
now the increase had gone up to $400 for each indi- 
vidual. At one time it had been as much as $480 
for each individual—¢1,400,000 could be saved here 
in the army proper, including the military academy 
alone. It might be said that one was a cheap and 
the other a dear year. For otherwise; meat was 
never cheaper, clothing never as cheap as now. All 
this resulted from the expansive force of a surplus 
revenue. In 1822 he had reduced the expenses of 


every man inthe army. All this had been dot 
changing the organization of the department- 
administration of the defarcman b d never before | 
been considered; and he, by reformit ath Oe 
cured the necessary retrenchment. Under the tariff, 
the expenses of a musket went up from $12 to $16. | 

Mr. Calhoun then made some comparisons be- 
tween the expensesof the Belek Savy and the Amé- 
riean navy. Mr. C. contended there should be no 
difference in the expenses of the two navies. We' 
should build as cheap. and employ men as omer or 
we should not be able to compete with the British 
navy. If our navy should prove vastly more expen- 
sive than the British navy we might as well give up, 
and he recommended this matter to the consideration 
of the senate. Mr. C. followed up this with a table 





oy 


side 


where the expenditures had been increased. From 
his figures he drew the inference that the expenses 
might be reduced very much. : 

e called upon the chairman to look and see 
where the pruning knife might be employed. He 
contended that $17,000,000 were sufficient to meet 
the per annum expenses of the government, and that 
this sum would have been according to the ratio of 
population. This sum, by economy, could be brought 
down to fifteen millions, and thus save nine millions 
over the fpresent estimates. This could be done in 
three or four years—the executive leading the way, 
and congress co-operating and following the execu- 
tive. In the course of three or four years, with eco- 
nomy and retrenchment, there would be no public 
debt. 

Mr. C. said he had now more than made good his 
pledge to bring down the expenses of the govern- 
ment five millions of dollars. The question now 
was, whether we should pursue the loan bill and bor- 
row money, or live without it. Mr. C. insisted that 
all our evils had grown. outof the tariffs of 1824 
and 1828. ‘The tariff had been seductive, and opi- 
nions prevailed that a tariff was a blessing. Even 
sensible men, whom he had heard, had argued that 
it would be better to have a tariff, even if the mone 
was wasted, than to have no tariff. He who intend. 
ed to raise more revenue. by an increase of duty 
would find himself mistaken. If duties were raised 
to twenty-five, thirty, and thirty-five per cent. smug- 
gling would be resorted to, and to prevent this an in- 
crease of expenses would be necessary. Thesmug- 
gler would undo you and outdo you. Circumstances 
and times had changed since the late tariff. Better 
to have a virtuous and poor community than the 
richest in the world. Better to be a moral people 
than the richest. If gentlemen persisted in the 
course they had pursued at the extra session of this 
congress, no man could foresee the evil which would 
come. There never was a wiser saying than that of 
Edmund Burke, that the finances were the state. It 
was due to the late administration to, say, that when 
they were going out of power the expenditures were 
in the course of reduction, particularly in the trea- 
sury department. The bill before the senate was 
out of order, and the point of order ought to have 
been raised before. The bill before the senate was 
not a revenue bill as it came from the house, and we 
had made it one. We had changed the form of the 
loan bill into a revenue bill, and here was the point 
of order. He entreated that, by common consent, 
it might be made in order, and pass this evening. 


Mr. Evans rejoined. He said it was not his object 
to reply at any length to the senator from South Ca- 
rolina, or to refer even to many of the topics which 
he had brought forward. They required more time 
and reflection than could now be given to the subject. 
Above all, he desired not and did not feel called upon 
to defend the late administration from the severe re- 
buke which it had received from the senator. 

Mr. Calhoun interrupted Mr. Evans and said he did 
not mean to rebuke the administration. He himself 
had not been for many yenrs past identified with any 
party, and but a looker on in fact rather than an ac- 
tor with the two great parties. 

Mr. Evans continued, and remarked: Well, then, 
the senator blames the present administration for the 
state of things of which he complains? 

Mr. Calhoun, interrupting Mr. Evans again, said he 
did not mean to be so understood. He had good 
feelings for the present secretary of the treasury and 
and administration. They meant well, he believed, 
and had not been long enough in power to correct 
the evils he complained of. 

Mr. Evans said somebody is responsible for the 
state of things, and the question 1s, who is it? 

Mr. Calhoun, again interrupting Mr. E. said that it 
was the system he complained of. He did not mean 
to be understood as speaking in a party sense. 

Mr. Evans continued, and stated what had been 
the course of the committee on finance iu relation to 
the bill under consideration. He had not proceedéd 





far in defending his own and the action of the com- 


‘one by| mittee in refer 
he | the remarks of the senator from South Carolina, ang 


prepared by himself, showing, in gross amounts, | 








said he had taken part on the other side of the ques- 
tion, when — " 
‘Mr. Calhown again interrupted him, and said that 
his position had not beeu such as to prevent extrava- 
ce 


gance. | 
~ Mr. Evans said, in nd Een the proper time to 
check the expenses and prevent extravagance was 
when they had commenced. 

‘[{Mr. Calhoun, (in his seat). Not when the trea. 


¥ mite full.} 


Ar. Evans continued, and reminded the senator 
that he had been here and sat by when all those laws 
were passed, and now for the first time rose to com- 

lain. The committee of finance, he added, were 

ut providing for the execution of the laws which 
the Preceding administratian had passed; and now it 
was proposed not only not to execute those laws for 
the future, but not to pay for expenses incurred under 
them in time past. He would deduct from the ex- 
penses of the navy and the marine corps two millions 
and a half of dollars. The bill before the senate pro- 
vided the ways and means for the payment of sala- 
ries, fixed by Jaw, and for the pay of an inereased 
corps which the administration preceding us had in- 
creased. The navy had been increased, the army 
increased, and obligations contracted, which this bill 
provided to pay for. Who was to blame for this? 
And the senator blamed the finance committee, also, 
because they did uot invade the sanctity of the com- 
mittee rooms of the military and naval committees. 
Obviously it was not the business of the committee 
of finance to do this. 

Mr. E. further stated, also, in reply to the senator 
from South Carolina, that the present administration 
had done much already in the way of retrenchment— 
much, in the way of printing, in the reduction of the 
contingent expenses of congress, &c. He also ex- 
plained what was said by Mr. Calhown in reference 
to the Smithsonian fund, interest to be paid upon it, 
and upon the trust funds—information which the se- 
nator from South Carolina, in his speech, had sought# 
from the senator from Maine. Returning to the ex- 
perises of government, he stated that all these expen- 
ditures were made by former laws, which we were 
called upon to execute. We were not making laws 
but executing laws, whether good or bad, already 
made. And here he would remark that the evil was 
more in the application of the money appropriated 
than the amount appropriated. These expenses, 
however, were to continue. The expenses of the 
Florida war would not be terminated for years to 
come. The expenses of survey referred to and com- 
plained of were also expenses of last year, and not 
yet all expended. He referred, too, to the collec- 
tion expenses. These had been increased in 1829 
and 1830 twofold, and have been doubled since. 
Whose fault was this? These expenses, he was glad 
to inform the senate, were now in the course of re- 
duction. But Mr. E. put it to senators on the oppo- 
site side, would stopping supplies, withholding ap- 
propriations created under prevailing laws, pay our 
public debt? Would these sustain the public credit? 
If they would not, and they were willing the public 
seep be sustained, he called upon them to pass 
this bill. , 

Mr. Calhoun, at the close of his remarks, had rais- 
ed a point of order, which was, that the bill before 
the senate was not in order. His point of order was, 
that the treasury noice bill from the house of repre- 
sentatives, was merely a bill to substitute treasury 
notes for a portion-of the Joan authorised at the ex- 
tra session of congress. The senate had struck out 
this proviso, and made the bill a loan bill. The con- 
stitution declared that revenue bills should. originate 
in the house of representatives, and the senate had 
violated the constitution by its amendment. 

Mr. King called upon the chair for a decison upon 
the point order. 

The chair decided that there was no point of order 
to decide. The question raised was a constitutional 
one, and the chair had no control over it. 'Thesolemn 
judgment of the senate had been given upon the 
amendment, and it was for the senate to decide upon 
the constitutionality of its own action. 

The point of order was debated at length by Messrs. 


King, Caloun, Berrien, Wright, Graham, Rives and 


Walker, when it was withdrawn by Mr. Calhoun, and 
the question demanded by yeas and nays upon the 
passage of the bill. The result was as follows: 


Y EAS--Messrs. Archer, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Clayton, Evans, Graham, Huntington, Kerr, 
Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, 
Rives, Smith, of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, Wood- 
bridge—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clayton, Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, Pierce, Pres- 
ton, Sevier, Smith, of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, 
Walker, Williams, Woodbury, Wriglit, Young—20. 
And the senate adjourned. 
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ary 24, On motion of Mr, Porter, bas 
'- Resolved, That the secretary of war be directed to in- 
form the Senate whether a report and drawings of the 
survey authorised by law in March last, with a view to} 
ye ata blishment of a boundaty ‘line between the state | 
of Michigan and the territory of Wisconsin, have yet 
been made to the department by the surveyor appointed 
for that object; and, if so, that he transrnit the same to 
the senate, together with such other information as he 
may possess no? heretofore communicated to congress. 

Mr. ‘Evans submitted the following: i 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be di- 
rected to communicate to the senate any information jn 
his p' ion showing the comparative tariffs of duties 
of foreign nations upon imports, with such other infor- 
mation as he may deein relevant to the subject. 

Mr. King submitted a joint resolution, going to fix 
the riod. of adjournment of the present session for 
the 30th of May next; which he desired might lie 
over until to-morrow, when he hoped it would re- 
ceive the favorable consideration of the senate. He 
adverted to the extra session,a period of four months, 
and thought if the duration of the present session 
was fixed at the time designated, (which would al- 
low us four months), that there would be ample time 
for action on all the great leading subjects before 
them. 

The first special order, relating to the repeal of the 
distribution bill, and applying the proceeds of the 
public lands to the defences of the country, was pass- 
ed by; when the next special order was taken up, be- 
ing the joint resolution proposing an amendment to 
the constitution respecting the veto. 

The resolution having been read— 

Mr. Clay arose and addressed the senate in its fa- 
vor. 

After Mr. Clay concluded his speech, which occu- 
pied about one hour and a half— 

Mr. Preston took the floor, and spoke for about an 
hour, partly in review of his former opinions in refe- 
rence to the proposed amendment of the constitution, 
and partly in reply to Mr. Clay. He expressed him- 
self mainly opposed to the proposed amendment of 
the constitution, and regarded the veto power as the 
conservative power of the constitution, wisely insert- 
ed there by the framers of that instrument to prevent 
congressional usurpations, the danger of which he 
conceived to be far greater than that of the executive. 

Mr. Buchanan said he had something to say on the 
subject; but, as it was then late, and as he did not de- 


|. 


ae eee, 


_Mr, Levy said, that, in order to save the gentleman 
from New York (Mr. Gates) and others hereafter the 
trouble of presenting memorials against the admis- 
sion of Florida into the unlon, and to save other gen- 
men. the trouble of raising the question of reception, 
he would state that the admission of Florida was 
not an open question, it being already provided for 
by treaty, which was‘the supreme law of the land. 

The question of reception was laid on the table. 

Mr. Slade presented certain Acie resolutions from 
the legislature of Vermont, on the subject of slayery, 
and remonstrating against any rule impairing the 
constitutional right of petition, &c. 

Mr. Slade moved that that portion which relates to 
the right of petition be referred to a select commit- 
br with instructions to report a repeal of the 2lst 
rule. 

The question of reception was raised, and a motion | 
made to Jay that question on the table. Mr. dams presented a preamble and resolutions 

Mr. Slade‘asked the yeas and nays; which were or-| of the two secretaries of the anti-slavery society of 
dered, and, being taken, were: yeas 84, nays 66. So | eastern Pennsylvania, held in Philadelphia on the 


And the petition was then referred to the commit- 

tee on foreign affairs. _ 7 
_ Mr. Adams (amongst many others) presented a pe- 

tition from colored citizens of Massachusetts, respect- 
fully representing that, by the laws, no foreigner of 
color can become a citizen of the United States, with 
the privilege of voting and holding real estate there- 
in: wherefore they pray that the laws on the subject 
of naturalization be so amended as to give to colored 
citizens the same privileges as are now enjoyed by 
white persons. is 

Mr. Wise (simultaneously with Mr. W. C. John- 
son) raised the question of reception, and Mr. W. 
moved to lay that question on the table. 

Mr. Calhoun asked the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered, and, being taken, were yeas 115, nays 67. 

So the question of reception (carrying the petition 
with it) was laid on the table. 








sire to occupy the time of the senate to-morrow, when | 
itappeared to be the general wish that the bankrupt | 
bill should be taken up, he would therefore move to 

postpone the further consideration of the subject un- 

til Thursday next; which motion was agreed to, and 

the senate adjourned. 











—_—= am me are 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, Jan. 20. In reply to an inquiry of Mr. 


Botts, Mr. Cushirg, chairman of the select committee 
on the currency, replied that he was ready to report 
on the subject when instructed by the committee to 
do so. The commitice is now employed in matur- | 
ing the subject. 
The speaker laid before the house, the following 
message from the president of the United States. 
Washington, Janwary 17, 1842. 
To the house of representatives: 1 transmit to the 
house of representatives a report from the secretary 
of state relative to the proceedings and final decision 
of the commissioners under the convention with the 
republic of Texas upon the subject of the boundary 
between the United States and that republic. 
JOHN TYLER. 


Mr. Roosevelt gave notice of a motion to amend the 
rules by inserting therein the following explanatory 
rule, viz: 

“Immediately previous to the final action of the 
house on any bill or concurrent resolution, and be- 
fore the main question shall be ordered to be put, any 
member having in charge any petition or memorial 
relating to the subject-matter of such bill or resolu- 
tion, and stating that he has had no previous oppor- 
tunity of presenting the same, shall have the right, 
and shall be deemed in order, to present such peti- 
tion or memorial, any rule or order of the house, or 
any interpretation thereof, to the contrary notwith- 
standing.” 

The question being now on Mr. Wise’s motion to 
lay on the tablesthe question of the reception of the 
petition presented on Tuesday last by Mr. Granger 
from certain citizens of Ontario county, N. Y. for 
security of their persons in all states of the union and 
for their constitutional right to the use of the post 
office, it was decided in the affirmative, yeas 101, 
et 74. ; 

Ir. Gates presented a remonstrance against the 
admission of Florida as a state into the union. 

Mr: Triplett raised the question of reception, and 


|as follows: 


the question was laid on the table. | 
Mr. Mattocks also said that he held in his hand sun- | 


| 24th December, 1841. 


Mr. dams gave the following statement of the 


dry. potitings from a great number of most respecta- | C°!tents, (as the reporter understood them); 
ble. 


holders and legal voters in the state of Ver- | 
mont touching the subject of abolition, which, if this | 
was Liberty all, he should present, but as this was | 
Slavery Hall he should forbear. 


Several petitions were presented against any action 
by congress that shall establish the treaty alledged to 
have been made with the Seneca Indians. 

Mr. Calhoun presented a petition asking the recog- 
nition of the independence of Hayti. 

Mr. J. C. Campbell moved that it be laid on the ta- 
ble. 

Mr. Gordon moved that the house adjourn; which 
motion, by yeas 78, nays 56, was agreed to. 

So the house adjourned. 

Fripay, Jan, 21. The unfinished business of yes- | 


terday was the petition presented by Mr. Calhoun | 
from citizens of Springfield, Massachusntts, praying | 








The preamble set forth that it was proposed to en- 
ter into a war with England for the purpose of oblig- 
ing the British government'to assist in holding natives 
of the United States in slavery. 

And the resolution declared that such a war would 
as much exceed in unrighteousness that waged against 


| this country by England in 1776, as the wrongs and 


privations inflicted on the slaves exceed in magnitude 
those which led to the declaration of American inde- 
pendence. 
And Mr. A. moved to refer it to the committee on 
foreign affairs. . 
Mr. Wise raised the question of reception, and 


moved to lay that question on the table. 


Mr. Hudson asked the yeas and nays; which ‘were 


ordered, and, being taken, the vote passedin the af- 
firmative. 


And the question of reception was laid on the ta- 


that diplomatic and commercial relations be entered | ble. 


into between the United States and the republic of | 
Hayti. 

Which said petition Mr. J. Campbell, of South Ca-' 
roluna, had moved to lay on the table. Pending which 
said motion the house had adjourned. | 

And the question now being on the motion to lay | 
the petition on the table, Mr. Campbell rose and was | 
understoced to say, that he had been applied to by | 
many of his friends to withdraw his motion to lay the | 
petition on the table. If he thought that the object | 
of the petitioner was to extend trade, to increase | 
wealth, or to encourage industry, he would consent | 
to withdraw the motion. But as the petition bore on 
the face of it marks of incendiarism | 

Mr. C. was here interrupted by cries to order; and | 
the reporter did not hear the residue of the sentence. | 





But the motion to lay the petition on the table was | 
not withdrawn. | 


The yeas and nays on that motion (which had here-| 
tofore been ordered) were then taken, and resulted | 


YEAS—Messrs. Landa W. Andrews, Arrington, 
Atherton, Beeson, Bidlack, Bowne, Boyd, Aaron V. 
Brown, Burke, Samson H. Butler, William But'er, Green 
W. Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, John Campbell, Wil- 
liam B. Campbell, ‘I'hos. J. Cainpbel!, Caruthers, Cary, 





Chapman, Clitlord, Coles, Cravens, Cross, Daniel, Gar- 
rett Davis, Deberry, Eastman,Egbert, Charles A. Floyd, 
Fornance, Thomas F. Foster, Goggin, Gerdon, Graham, 
Green, Gwin, Habersham, John Hastings, Hays, Hous- 
ton, Hubard, Jack, William Cost Johnson, Lewis, Mal 
lory, Marchand, Mathews. Medill, Meriwether, Miller, 
Newhard, Owsley, Payne, Pickéns Plumer, Pope, Prof- 
fit, Rayner, Reding, Rey nots, Rhett, Riggs, Saunders, 
Shaw, Shepperd, Sprigg, Stanly, Steenrod, Summers, 
Sweney, Taliaferro, John B. Thompson, Jacob ‘Thomp- 
son, Tripleu, ‘Turney, Van Buren, Ward, Warren, 
Washington, Watierson, Westbrook, James W. Wil- 
liasus, Lewis Williams, C. H. Williams, Joseph L. Wil- 
liams, Wise—86. 

NAYS—Messrs! Adams, Allen, S. J. Andrews, Ar- 
nold, Aycrigg; Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Barton, Birds- 
eye, Blair, Boardman, Borden, Brewster, Briggs, Brock- 
way, Charles Brown, Burnell, Calhoun, Casey, Chitten- 
den, John C. Clark, Staley N. Clarke, Clinton, Cooper, 
Cowen, Cranston. Cushing, Richard D. Davis, John Ed- 
wards, Everett, Ferris, Fessenden, Fillmore, John G. 
Floyd, A. Lawrence Foster, Gates, Giddings, Patrick 
G. Goede, Granger, Gustine, Hall, William S. Hastings, 
Henry, Howard, Hudson, C. J. Ingersoll, W. W. [rwin, 
James, J. P. Kennedy, Andrew Kennedy, Lane, Law- 
rence, Linn, Lowell, Alfred Marshall, Samson Mason, 
Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Morgan, Mor- 
row, Osborne, Parmenter, Partridge, Pendleton, Ramsey, 
Be jamin Randall, A. Randall, Randolph, Ridgway, 
Rodney, William Russell, James M. Ruséell, Saltonstall, 
Sanford, Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, Stratton, A. 
H. H. Stuart, Tillinghast, Toland, 'Yon:linson, ‘Trumbull, 
Underwood, Van Rensselaer, Weller, Thomas W. Wil- 
liams, Winthrop, Wood, Yorke,. Augustus Young—94. 








moved to lay that question on the table. 








So the motion to lay on the table was rejected. 





Mr. Adams presented a petition containing (he 


said) a charge of apparently a number of respectable 


citizens of the state of Georgia against him—com- 
plaining, as a great grievance to them, that he (Mr. 
A.) had been appointed chairman of the committee 
on foreign relations, and calling upon the house to 
remedy the grievance. They stated their reasons in 
most respectful language. He desired the petition 
might be read. He demanded, as a right, that he 
might defend himself against these petitioners; and 
he should, he said, conclude by moving its reference 
to the committee on foreign affairs, with instructions 
to them to choose a chairman if they should think 
proper. 

Mr. Habersham obtained leave to state that he was 
ready to give testimony on this subject. The gentle- 
man from Massachusetts (Mr. 4dams) had submitted 
this petition to him (Mr. H.) a week ago. He had 
told the gentleman, after a careful examination, all 
the names having been in the same handwriting as 
the petition, that he had no knowledge of one of the 
persons as residing in that county. ‘There were 
some of the surnames of persons residing there, but 
none having the same christian names attached to the 
surnames, so far as he knew. He had told the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts that he believed the peti- 
tion to be a hoax. 

Mr. Adams claimed now, as_a privileged question, 
to speak in his own defence. 

Mr. Marshall moved that the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts (Mr. .4dams) be permitted to be heard in 
his own behalf touching the charges made in the pe- 
tition against him. 

Mr. Turney moved to lay the whole subject on the 
table. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and being taken, 
were: yeas 94, nays 92. 

So the motion to lay the whole subject on the ta- 
ble was agreed to. 

Mr. JVise moved that the house adjourn. 

The house adjourned, 


Sarurpay, Jan. 22. Mr. Everett, (on leave given), 
from the select committee on the apportionment of 
representatives, made a report, accompanied by a 
bill, entitled ‘‘an act for the apportionment of repre- 
sentatives among the several states according to the 
6th census.” 

The bill having been read by its title— 

Mr. E. moved that the bill and report, with accom- 
panying documents, be printed. 

And, under instructions from the committee to that 
effect, he moved that the bill be made the special or- 
der of the day for the first Tuesday in February, at 
one o’clock, and on each successive day at the same 
hour, Fridays and Saturdays excepted, until finally 
disposed of. 

And it was read as follows: 
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A bill for the apportionment of representatives among 
‘the several states, according to the sixth census. — 

of the ‘United States of America in congress assembled, 


‘That from and after the third day of March, one 


thousand eight hundred and forty three, the house of 
representatives shall be composed of members elect- 
ed agreeably toa ratio of one representative for eve- 
ry sixty-eight thousand persons in each state, com- 
posed according to the rule preseribed by the consti- 
nited States; that is to say: 

_, Within the state of Maine, 7; New Hampshire, 4; 


Massachusetts, 10; Rhode Island, 1; Connecticut, 4; 
Vermont, 4; New York, 35; New Jersey, 5; Pennsyl- 


. Delaware, 1; Maryland 6; Virginia, 15; N. 
Carolina, 9; South Carolina, 6; Georgia, 8; Alabama, 
7; Mississippi, 4; Louisiana, 4; Tennessee, 11; Ken- 
tucky, 10; Ohio, 22; Indiana, 10; [inois, 7; Missouri, 
5; Arkansas, 1; Michigan 3. 

Mr. Clifford hoped, he said, that the gentleman 
from Vermont, (Mr. Everett) would consent to an 
earlier day than that proposed by him for the consid- 
eration of the bill. Many of the state legislatures 
now. in session were anxiously + domaaa, 9 the action of 
congress on this important question. And if an early 
disposition was not made of it an extra session of these 
legislatures would become indispensable, or the sub- 
ject must necessarily go over for one year from the 
regular time of election. 

r. C, J. Ingersoll was understood to say that he 
had himself received resolutions from the legislature 
of his own "state on this subject. If there was not 
prompt action on it the expense and inconvenience 
attending a special session of the legislature must 
follow. 

Mr. W. C. Johnson moved to recommit the bill to 
a select committee, to be composed of one member 
from each state of the union. 

Me. Styart, of Illinois, said they would have to set- 
tle the matter by compromise at last, and it would 
have to go into committee of the whole on the state 
of the union, and be decided by a majority of the 
house. He moved to refer the bill to the committee 
of the whole on the state of the union. 

The speaker said that the first question would be on 
committing the bill to the committee of the whole on 
the state of the union. 

On this question the vote was taken by tellers, who 
reported 105 in the affirmative and 75 in the negative. 

By this vote, the reference having been made to the 
committee of the whole on the state of the union, the 
other motions were suspended. 

Mr. Everett then renewed the motion to print 5,000 
extra copies of the report and bill, which motion was 
carried. 

The speaker announced the business before the 
house to be the further presentation of petitions un- 
der the suspension of the rules for that purpose. 

Mr. Adams said he had yesterday presented a peti- 
tion solemnly calling on the house toremove him from 
the position he occupied as chairman of the commit- 
tee on foreign relations; and he had asked to be per- 
mitted to be heard in his own defence against the 
charges therein made, as a privilege of his own as a 
member of this house and as affecting the privileges 
of every member. And for the reason that the com- 
mittee on foreign relations might choose a chairman 
if they thought proper, he had given notice that, after 
defending himself from the charges made in the peti- 
tion, he should move its reference to that committee. 
He now claimed as a matter of privilege the right of 
defending himself from the charges made in that pe- 
tition. 

‘The speaker said it was his opinion that, the motion 
to lay on the table having been carried, every thing 
connected with the petition in the ordinary manner 
was cast upon the table. ‘The question of privilege 
was not pending at the time the motion to lay on the 
table was made, and the chair now decided that this 
question was not laid upon the table. 

Mr. Warren moved to reconsider the yote of yes- 
terday, by which the whole subject was laid on the 
iable. He said that he came from Georgia, whence 
that petition professed to come, and he had told the 
gentieman froin Massachusetts that he believed the 
paper was a hoax, an entire fiction. (Cries of ‘‘or- 
der, order.”’| Mr. W. concluded by moving the pre- 
vious question, which was seconded by the house. 

The question on the motion to'reconsider was then 
taken, and decided in the affirmative. 


The question then recurring on the motion to lay 
on the table— 

The speaker in reply to an inquiry by Mr. Wise, 
said, in his judgment, the question of privilege was 
not involved in this motion; and that that question was 
not pending before the house, when the motion was 
made, in a manner that made it a question to be laid 
on the table. 

The question on the motion to lay on the table was 
then taken, and decided in the negative. 
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- ‘The question then recurred on the motion yester- 
day made by the gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. 
Marshall), viz. that the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts (Mr. Adams) be permitted to be heard in his own 


Pa 


behalf touching the charges made in the petition 


against hini. “gpa 

(In the course of the discussion on the point of or- 
der, and whilst Mr. W. C. Johnson was giving his re- 
collection of what had occurred, Mr. Adams inter- 
rupted him by saying, ‘‘the gentleman speaks falsely.” 

Mr. W. Cost Johnson said that before he took his 
seat he would withdraw his point of order, after the 
motion of the gentleman from Georgia, (Mr. War- 
ren), Which he regretted; and would say but a word 
or two in reply to the rude remark of the member 
from Massachusetts. That all the members around 
him agreed in the accuracy of his (Mr. J’s) state- 
ment, and he appealed to the recollection of all the 
members who were present, if their recollection did 
not accord with his, (Mr. J’s). And he (Mr. J.) 
would say that, if other gentlemen felt privileged to 
be rude and coarse in passion and wantonness, that no 
departure by others, no ebullition of feeling, no scene 
of excitement, no violent and coarse assault from that 
gentleman, would ever betray him for a moment to 
depart from the rules of parliamentary property and 
the conduct of a gentleman. ] | 


Mr. Everett moved the previous question; which 
was seconded by the house. 

The question, “shall the main question be now 
put?” was decided in the affirmative. 

The main question (being on the motion of Mr. 
Marshall) was then taken by yeas and nays, at the call 
of Mr. Wise, and decided in the affirmative as follows: 
yeas 111, nays 84. 

Mr. dams then took the floor, and was about pro- 
ceeding in his remarks; when 

Mr. John Campbell rose, he said, to a privileged 
question, and moved a reconsideration of the vote just 
taken; on which motion he wished to submit a remark 
or two. 

Mr. C. proceeded in his remarks, and contended 
that there was no question of privilege involved in 
this subject. He thought the evidence of this fact 
was, first, that whatever charge had been brought be- 
fore the house against the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, had been done by the gentleman himself, who 
stood in the light of his own accuser, and who had 
the privilege of withdrawing that charge if he chose, 
the house having taken no action upon it. If the gen- 
tleman was allowed to defend himself, he must con- 
demn those who pursued a different course; and, 
therefore, it was the duty of all these gentlemen—a 
duty of self-respect, a duty which they owed to them- 
selves, unless they had full assurance that they should 
have an opportunity to reply—to vote against allow- 
ing the gentleman to proceed, 


Mr. J. Campbell and Mr. Wise rose to points of or- 
der, contending that the debate should be confined to 
the strict question of reconsideration; Mr. dains, at 
the same time, contending that it was his right to 
speak upon the general question, the gentleman from 
South Carolina (Mr. Campbell) having, in his remarks, 
opened the whole subject. 

The speaker was understood to say that the remarks 
of the gentleman from South Carolina were very 
brief, and were necessary to explain his position; and 
intimated to the gentleman from Massachusetts that 
the debate should be confined to the question of re- 
consideration. 

Mr. .4dams then continued. The gentleman from 
South Carolina (Mr. Campbell) had made one of his 
points that he (Mr. A.) had no right to answer a 
charge made against him of disqualification from serv- 
ing as chairman of the commitiee on foreign relations 
because he presented this petition himself. Did it 
deprive him, he asked, of his right of self-defence 
because he was the first to make known the charges 
to the house? He might have taken a newspaper 
paragraph in which a charge of this character was 
made against him, and brought it before the house as 
a question of privilege. This had been done in many 
instances. The ground of the gentleman was utterly 
untenable. He had another reason for raising the 
question of privilege. It was a letter from the per- 
son who transmitted the memorial to him, written in 
a very respectful manner. 

[Mr. A. here read the letter, which was dated at 
Clarkesville, December 10, 1841, and which was 
signed James Playfair, requesting him (Mr. A.) to 
present to the honorable body of which he was a 
member the accompanying petition, ahd stating that 
it had been a matter of consideration with the meet- 
ing, out of which this petition grew, to whom the pe- 
titron should be transmitted, and that they had for- 
borne to send it to their representatives for presenta- 
tion to avoid unpleasant feelings that might arise be- 
tween them and Mr. A. to whom, for this purpose, 
they had directed it]. 


Mr. A. continued. The gentleman from Georgia 
(Mr. Habersham) had yesterday undertaken to say 
‘that this was all a hoax, and that there are no such 
persons in Georgia as are described in this memoria}, 
_ Mr. Habersham had said that he knew of no such 
|person in the county in which he resided, and he now 
added that he beli¢ved there was there no such per- 
son as James Playfair. He had learned that the gen. 
tleman from Massachusetts had a petition of this sort 
in his possession perhaps a week ago, and had called 
on him and made inquiry with reference to it, and, 
on examination, he saw that the petition. and the 
names were all in the same handwriting, which writ. 
ing he didnot know. There were among the names 
many of the surnames of persons residing in that 
county, but he knew no persons who bore those sur- 
names with the same christian names. He had stated 
these facts to the gentleman from Massachusetts, and 
that he considered the petition a hoax. The letter 
might not even have come from an individual resi- 
dent in the state, but might have been thrown into 
the post office by a traveller. Under these circum- 
stances, ifa letter ora petition had come to him from 
Massachusetts, with this precise information given to 
him by the representative of the immediate neighbor- 
hood whence it purported to haye come, he should 
have put it into his pocket or into the fire: and not 
have disturbed the house, and wasted the time of the 
country by its presentation. If the gentleman had 
put the petition into his pocket no one would have 
known of it. 

Mr. Adams then proceeded in his remarks, and 
said that he put his defence on the ground that, whe- 
ther the petition was a hoax or not, he was entitled 
to be heard in reply to the charges therein made. 
The charge was a hoax, and it came from the infa- 
mous slave traders. 

Messrs. Wise and W. C. Johnson here simultan- 
eously rose, and called the gentleman to order; in- 
sisting that he should take his seat. 

Mr. -Adams, claiming that his remarks were in or- 
der, and that he had a right to proceed— 

The speaker decided that the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts was not in order. 

Mr. Adams then proceeded in his remarks. ‘This 
charge had been made (he continued) against him, 
and he claimed his right to perform his duty in the 
station which the speaker had assigned him until 
another chairman was chosen. He knew perfectly 
well that the whole slave-trading representation of 
this house was againsthim, with one single exception. 
Yet he would abide the decision of the majority of 
this house upon the question of allowing the petition 
to be referred to the committee on foreign affairs, 
that they might choose a chairman if they thought 
proper, and he gave warning to all parties, whigs 
and democrats, that he was willing to abide by their 
volte. When he spoke of parties, he hoped the house 
would permit him to give some evidence of what he 
knew to be the disposition of various parties as re- 
spected him and this question. If it had been secret 
before, it was now diselosed by a gentleman, late a 
senator from Alabama, in a letter to his constituents, 
[a portion of which Mr. A. here read]. By so much 
of the executive journal of the extra session as hail 
come to light, it appeared that in general the ap- 
pointments of abolitionists were confirmed by south- 
ern whigs while northern democrats voted agaiust 
them. 

Mr. Smith, of Va. here rose to a point of order. 

[Cries of “let him go on.” 

Mr. 8. said that the house had decided that the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts should have the privilege 
of defending himself against the eharge of monoma- 
nia, and he asked if the ¢cntleman was deifig it? 
[Cries of ‘‘yes! yes! and also of ‘no, he is establish- 
ing the fact.”’] 

Mr. dams then proceeded, and further read from 
the letter of the late Alabama senator, which ‘stated 
that a coalition had been formed between southern 
whig leaders and the abolitionists, as well as the fe- 
deralists of the north; and that this extraordinary 
alliance was not less indispensable for the prosperity 
of the union than for the safety of the south.’ This 
letter (continued Mr. A.) contained precisely the 
same charge in substance against those whom it call- 
ed the abolitionists of the north, as this petition 
charged against him. He had other evidence of the 
same spirit, in a Jetter which he found written from 
a place called Accomac. In it there were héavy 
charges against all the whig party, and— — 

Mr. W. C. Johnson rose to a question of order. 

Mr. Wise requested that the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts might not be interrupted, for he was so 


wrath upon him (Mr. W.) that it had -no effect upon 
him. 


Mr. dams. Iam glad of it. 


He said he was producing evidence of the exis- 
tence of precisely the same spirit in which the mc- 
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morial was addressed, which tended to disfranchise 
all the members from the north. The same spirit 
animated the letter from which he had read; and in 
an infinitely more forcible point of view did it per- 
yade the letter which he was about to read from Ac- 

The speaker said that in his opinion the gentleman 
was now out of order, and that from the leave given 
him by the house he was not permitted to read the 
etter. 

Mr: Adams appealed from that decision, and asked 
the yeas and nays. : 

After a few remarks from Mr. Wise upon a point 
of order, the house having refused the call for the 
yeas and nays, the question on the appeal of Mr. 
‘Adams, being “shall the decision of the chair stand 
as the judgment of the houser”’ was taken by tellers, 
and decided in the negative, ayes 76, noes 78. 

Thus the decision of the chair was reversed. 

Mr. Adams then said he should have the pleasure 
of reading these extracts from this letter, which he 
would do in order to prove the identity of sentiments 
contained therein with the charges of the memorial 
to which he was replying. 

[He then read portions of the letter relative to 
complaints whien had been made against the ‘‘cor- 
poral’s guard,”’ the friends par cxcellence of the presi- 
dent, for not supporting any of the whig measures 
proposed at the extra session; and in which the ques- 
tion was asked, what measures were meant—whe- 
ther it was the abolition movement to keep the house 
of representatives disorganized until the 21st rule 
was suspended or abolished; or was it relative to the 
constitution of committees, so that, if the question of 
ihe recognition of the black republic of Hayti was 
referred, it went to a majority of non-slaveholders?] 

What committee. was that, continued Mr. A? It 
was this identical committee; and the speaker was 
charged with a violation of his duty in the appoint- 
ment of that committee. After further enlarging 
upon this point, Mr. A. said he had spoken this in 
illustration of the principle that the feelings which 
burned in the bosom of him who wrote the letter 
were the same as were contained in this memorial. 
It was not an individual or personal feeling, but it 
was slaveholding, slavetrading, slavebreeding; and 
the complaint was that the majority of the committee 
were not appoiited of slavebreeders. 

Mr. Rayner rose to a question of order, and did not 
intend to take his seat until the chair had decided 
the question. This house had given the gentleman 
from Massachusetts leave to defend himseif against 
the charges in a certain paper in his possession, and 
he had no right, in doing that, to pour out the bitter- 
ness and gall of his heart against an unoffending por- 
tion of his countrymen. He, (Mr. R.) insisted that 
in defending himself and in reading this paper, the 
house had not given the gentleman permission to go 
into the question of slavery or nonslavery, and he 
now demanded of the speaker to put an end to this 
disgraceful proceeding, and to arrest the gentleman 
from Massachusetts in disgracing himself, and by do- 
ing ths, in disgracing the country, and playing off 
the Harlequin here in this grand inquest of the na- 
tion, [loud cries of ‘order, order, order,”] and he 
called on the chair by the honor of the nation to arrest 
this proceeding. 

The speaker said that, in his judgment, this whole 
matter was out of order; but inasmuch as this same 
point had just been made, and the decision of the 
chair had been overruled, he could not now arrest 
the debate. 

Mr. Adams said he had not got to the sweetest part 
of his letter yet. 

Mr. Rayner appealed from the decision of the chair, 
and by a vote of 89 to 66, the decision of the chair 
was reversed. ° 

Mr. Linn now moved that the house adjourn, and 
by yeas 86, nays 57, the house adjourned. 

Monpay, Jan. 24. Mr. dams rose and proceed- 
ed to state, that, at the time he was arrested on Sa-| 
turday, he was reading from a newspaper a letter) 
purporting to come from a gentleman, a member of 
this house 

Mr. Andrews, of Kentucky, inquired of the speaker | 
whether, after the vote of Saturday, the gentleman 
from Massachusetts (Mr. ddams) could be allowed to, 
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proceed without a vote of the house? 
The speaker remarked also that the chair had not} 
on Saturday been disposed to arrest the gentleman | 


from Massachusetts, although he had been called to 


order. The decision of the chair had been overruled: measures peaceably to dissolve the union of these 


The gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. | states— 
First: Because no union can be agreeable or per- 
‘manent which does not present prospects of recipro- 


‘cal benefits. 


by the house. 


Indrews) objected to the gentieman from Massachu- | 


setts (Mr. .ddams) proceeding without leave of the 
house, and under this decision, the chair had no al- 
ternative but to enforce the rule. 

Mr. Wise moved that the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts be pormitted to proceed under the leave of 
the house granted to him. 


The question on this motion being taken was de- 
cided in the negative; yeas 76, nays91. So the house 
refused leave to Mr. 4dams to proceed in his remarks. 

The speaker announced the question to be on the 
reception of the petition offered by Mr. dams on Fri- 
day last. 


: Mr. Wise submitted a motion, in the following 
orm: 

“The house having allowed Mr. Adams, by its vote, 
to defend himself from a charge contained in a paper 
or petition in his possession, and to read a portion of 
a letter of Mr. Wise to prove that he (Mr. W.) had 
also made’ the same or a similar charge, and to com- 
ment upon that portion of the letter; Mr. Wise now 
asks the privilege and the permission of the house to 
reply to the remarks of Mr. dams, and to speak in 
his own defence and to the question of privilege 
raised by Mr. .&dams.” 


Mr. Warren moved to amend it, so as to show that 


on 


eee - 

Third: Because (judging from the history of past 
nations) that union, if persisted in in the present 
course of things, will certainly overwhelm the whole 
nation in utter destruction. A 

This petition is signed by Benjamin Emerson and 
forty-five others. I move its reference to a select 
com vee with suetepetdns te report an answer to 

e petitioners, showing the reaso 
of it ought not to be pitts ee 

Mr. Hopkins. Is it in order to move to burn the 
petition in the presence of the house? 

Mr, Turney rose and moved that the petition be 
laid on the table and printed, that the country might 
understand what its shatgete was. 

Mr. Wise, (addressing the speaker). Is it in order 
to move to censure any member presenting such a 
petition, and to move that the house do now proceed 
to inquire whether a member has offered such a peti- 
tion to this body, and to proceed accordingly? 

The speaker said he did not think’such a proceeding 





the gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. dams) was 
not heard at large, but was stopped. 

Mr. Adams hoped that the motion would also be 
so amended as to add that ‘the had been arrested by 
the house, and forbidden to proceed when just enter- 
ing on his defence.” 

Mr. Botis moved to lay the whole subject on the 
table, and asked the yeas and nays; which were or- 
dered, and being taken were yeas 101, nays 78. So 
the whole subject was laid on the table. 

Mr, Wise then rose and withdrew his objection to 
the reception of the petition. 

And Mr. Adams, in form, moved (in accordance 
with his previous intimation) the reference of the 
said petition to the committee on foreign affairs, with 
instructions ‘‘to choose a chairman if they should 
think proper.” 

Or, Mr. A. was understood to say, he had no ob- 
jection to put his motion in the form of that made by 
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Hopkins) the other 
day—that was, to instruct the committee to act in 
conformity with the prayer of the petitioners; be- 
cause he (Mr. A.) constdered the gentleman as hav- 
ing made up his mind. 

Mr. Hopkins nodded and expressed assent. 


The speaker here said that no such motion had bee 
entered on the journal as having been made by the 
gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Hopkins). The gen- 
tleman had submitted such a motion, but it was cut 
of order. 

Mr. Warren desired to know if it was in order to 
submit a motion! instructing the committee on foreign 
affairs to proceed, at their first meeting, to choose 
another chairman. 

The speaker said yes; there was nothing disrespect- 
ful to the house in such a motion. 

Mr. Lewis Williams rose and moved to lay the pe- 
tition and instructions on the table. 

The speaker here announced, finally, that the peti- 
tion, givingrise to debate, must lie over. 

Mr. Adams said he hoped the day would come 
when he would have an opportunity of opening the 


whole subject, and when the gentleman from Acco- | 


mac (Mr. Wise) would have an opportunity of empty- 
ing his whole heart. 
So the petition, giving rise to debate,was laid over. 
But Mr. Gilmer rose and desired to be informed by 
the speaker whether the committee on foreign af- 


could be taken, but it would be for the house to de- 
termine. 

Mr. Meriwether raised the question of reception 
and moved to lay that question on the table; remark- 
ing, that he did not think that such a petition should 
| be allowed to come within the walls of this house. 

Mr. Campbell, of South Carolina, rose and was un- 
derstood to say that he did not think that a petition of 
such a character should be thus lightly passed over. 

Mr. Turney (having, he said, misapprehended the 
effect of the question just put) moved to reconsider 
the vote laying the question of the reception of the 
petition on the table. He had explicitly stated, in 
the first instance, that his object was to have the pe- 
tion printed, that the country mizht understand what 
its character was. 

‘The speaker was understood to intimate to Mr. Tur- 
ney that, even if the vote should be reconsidered, the 
first recurring question would be, not on the motion 
submitted by him to lay the petition on the table and 
print, but on the question of reception raised by the 
gentleman from Georgia, and the motion to lay that 
question on the table. 

Mr. Turney persisted in his motion. 
| Mr. Gilmer thereupon rose and submitted, as a 
| question of privilege, the following resolution: 
lt Resolved, lhat, in presenting to the consideration of 
| (vis house a petition for the dissolution of the union, the 
| taeunber from Massachusetts (Mr. Adams) has justly in- 
| curred the censure of this house. 

Mr. Underwood objected to the resolution, as en- 
tirely out of order. 

. Mr. Gilmer said he hoped the resolution was in or- 

er. 

The speaker referred to the journal of 1836, which 
contained an account of a case similar to this, and 
went to show that this, being a matter of privilege, 
was in order. He said, under this authority, it was 
his duty to submit to the decision of the house the 
question of privilege moved by the gentleman from 
Virginia. 

Mr. dams said he hoped the resolution would be 
|received and be debated, and that he should have 
|the privilege of again addressing the house in his 
own defence, especially as the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia (Mr. Gilmer) had thought proper to play se- 
tg your to his colleague from Accomac, (Mr. 

se. 











fairs had not the power to proceed to appoint another 
chairman, without instructions from the house? 

The speaker said that he could not take official cog- 
nizance of any thing of that kind. The committee, 
when they assembled in their room, could look to 


| their own roles, and sec what was the extent of the 


power they possessed. 

Mr. Gilmer. 1 presume they have the power, and 
may exercise it, without instructions from the house. 

Mr. Adams. Leave that to the committee on fo- 
reign relations. 

Mr. Gilmer said he, for one, was willing to meet 
the responsibility. 

And then, in further execution of the order of the 
7th inst. the presentation of petitions and memorials 
was continued, the call resting still at the state of 
Massachusetts. 

And a number of petitions were presented by Mr. 
Adams. 


Mr. Adams presented the following petition: 

To the congress of the United States: ‘The undersign- 
ed, citizens of Haverhill, in the commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, pray that you will immediately adopt 


Second: Because a vast proportion ofthe resources 
of one section of the union is annually drained to sus- 
tain the views and course of another section without 

.any adequate return. 


Mr. Gilmer said he played second fiddle to no man. 
| He was no fiddler, {cries of “order, order,”] but was 
endeavoring to prevent the music of him, who, 
“In the space of one revolving moon, 
“Was statesman, poet, fiddler, and buffoon.” 

Mr. Ward said it would be recollected that the de- 
cision to which the speaker had referred on the jour- 
nal was a hasty one, which the speaker and the house 
regretted at the time, because it gave rise to a dis- 
cussion of some two or three weeks. He therefore 
hoped, much as he respected tle honorable gentle- 
man from Virginia, that they would not see a scene 
of ‘his kind again enacted on this resolution. 

Mir. Rayner inquired if this debate was in order? 

The speaker replied in the negative. 

Mr. Rayner inquired what was the question before 
the house? 

The speaker said it was on the point of order of 
the gentlemen from Kentucky, (Mr. Underwood.) 

Mr. Underwood said he would not appeal from the 
decision of the chair. 

The speaker then announced the question to be on 
the resolution of the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. 
Giliner. ) 

Mr. J. C. Clark moved to lay the resolution on the 
table. 

Mr. 4. V. Brown moved a call of the house. 

Which motion having prevailed, the roll was call- 
ed, and 168 members answered to their names. 

Mr. Turney moved that the house adjourn. 

Which motion was carried, and the house adjourr- 
led. 
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Banxs. The condition of the banks of. Baltimore on 
Jan. 3, 1842, was iy 3 ws: Caphal $8,880,118. Invest- 
ment in stocks Ms 2. Discounts $5,731,284, aoe 
cie and specie funds $1,259,785. Circulation $1,169,793. 
ites $2,094,707. «6 5 ; ' 

, Tey demas of delegates has passed a bill to compel 


7 





‘the banks of the state to resume. specie. payments in 
twenty days—by a yote of 56 to 15, which 1s now before 


the senate. EO OE OE ae ; 

. The notes of the Chesapeake bank of Baltimore, be- 
ing refused by some of the other city banks on Wednes. 
day last, that bank become embarrassed. On Thursday 
they redeemed their five dollar notes only. 

Girard | Philadelphia, January 27, 1842.—T he 
directors ot the Girard bank having failed in their efforts 
to. make.a satisfactory arrangement for the immediate re- 
demption of its issues, find themselves under the painful 
necessity of closing the bank for the present. ‘The total 
liabilities of the bank at this time, exclusive of iis capital 
stock, consists 
Of circulation known to be in the hands,of 





other banks, $500,000 00 
In the hands of the public, 273,395 00 
Of deposites, 251,195 09 
Of balances due to banksand bankers, 409,102 389 

3 7 $1,433,692 98 


The total assets of the bank, at cost, exclusive of its 
own stock held by it amount to $4,700,000. 

Under these circumstunces the board of directors deem 
ittheir duty to assure the public, of their confident belief 
in the ability of the bank, to discharge all its liabilities in 
a reasonable time, to promise their best efforts to bring 
about this result; and to caution the holders of its notes 
against parting with them at a sacrifice. 

By order of the board of directors. ‘ 

WM. D. LEWIS, Cashier. 


Banks of Maine. According tothe report of the bank 
commissioners, the whole number of banks in operation 
atthe present time is 42, having an aggregate capital of 
$3,514,000. At the commencement of last year, the 
capital of the same banks was $4,061,500, and ofall the 
banks then existing, $4,371,500, This diminution is 
occasioned by the revocation of the charters of three 
banks, viz: the Cittzen’s, the Globe, and the Frankfort, 
whose aggregate capital was $310,000; the surrender of 
the charters of the Lafayette and Washington county 
banks, of $50,000 each; and the reduction of the capital 











stock of ten institutions. [ Bicknell. 
The following is an abstract of the situation of the 
banks in New Jersey: 
East Jersey Banks. 

Liabilities. Assets, 
Circulation, $733,901 | Specie, $259,706 
Deposites, 599,224 | Bank balances, 451,285 

Total, $1,333,125 Total, $710,991 
' West Jersey Banks. 

Liabilities. Assets. 
Circulation, $865,242.| Specie, $213,544 
Deposites, 434,547 | Bank balances, 3697629 

Total, $1,299,789 Total, $583,173 





[O. S. Gazette 26th Jan. 


Strate sponps. J. Hawker (Clarencieuzx, king of arms) 
having addressed a letter from London, dated Oct. 1, 
1841, to the president of the United States, urging him 
to heal whathe considers “a breach of national faith,” 
the non-paymentof the dividend duc on bonds of the 
stateof Mississippi, is replied to by Fletcher Webster, 
acting secretary, on Noy. 10,1841, and informed that it 
is matter over which the president has no control. 


Coat. The Boston Advertiser stetes, that the quanti- 
ty of coal received into that port in 1841, was 110,432 
tons of anthracite; 124,041 bushels of Richmond; 
12,754 tons of foreign, and 27,187 chaldrons. 


CURRENCY, Baltimore and Ohio Rail Road orders are 
now at a discount of twenty per cent, for Baltimore 
bank notes. 


CuESAPEAKE AND Onto cana. Report of the presi- 
dent shews that of the 184} miles from Georgetown to 
Cumberland, a litte over 18 miles remain unfinished, 
the completion of which is estimated will cost $1,600,000, 
Present debtof the company is $1,196,400 above its 
means. Its means are mostly unavailable. Tolls for 
1841 amounted to $52,500. Scrip outstanding amounts 
to $521,339 25 included in its debt above. Present sub- 
scriptions to its capital stock $8,359,400, of which is un- 

aid $151,891,64, which is lost except about $50,000. 

‘he state of Maryland has also a_ subscription of 
$163,724 44 shares of stock and debt of the old Potomac 
company. Added to this the company is indebted to the 
state $2,000,000, loaned under act of 1834. ‘[‘he state 
has mortgages epon the entire property of the company. 
The er oa as not been able to avail itself of the 
terms of the act of 1838. The report urges by compari- 
tags: other works its speedy coinpleuon to Cumber- 
and. 


Dratus. In New York the annual report of the city 
inspector for 1841, exhibits an aggregate of 9,115 deaths 
in this city during the year—584 still born. This total 
exceeds the number last year, by 520. Of the deceased, 
4,836 were white males, and 3,977 white females; 264 
colored males, and 287 cojured females. The deaths 
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from hg tion were 1,470. His report for the last 
week is as 
58, girls 42—under 2 years of age 61, consumption 31, 
by copeng e by smal x5 pre IE 

w s in 
of whic 12 ers fee colored and one slave. _ (Sua, 


INDIAN MURDER IN ARKaNsas. A foul and unprovok- 


ed murder has been committed near the line in the Che- | jeen 


maki ‘received from the state $1 40 
Madison county, Ashannats by the name of George saehies for every dollar received from state $1 40 


rokee nation, upon a worthy and respectable citizen of 


Long, by a Cherokee named Moses Albert, jr. No pro- 
se was given by Long before the fatal stroke was 
given with a rock, which terminated his existence in a 
few hours. ; & 
P. S. Since penning the above, we learn from gover- | 
nor Butler, Cherokee agent, that Albert-was arrested by 
the Indian authorities, a few days after the murder, and 
would be forthwith delivered up to one of the military 
postsin that country, to be tried by the U. States district 
court. [Little Rock Times. 


THE PRINCE DE Joinvitie. The Lisbon Pe of the 
26th ultimo announce the safe arrival of the Prince de 
Joinville in the Tagus, from the’ United States. 


Lake TRADE. Upwards of $32,000 in duties were col- 
lected at the port of Kingston during 1841, on property 
imported from the United States—or more than double 
the amount collected in 1840. ‘The trade between Ca- 
nada and this country is rapidly increasing. 

[ Bick. Rep. 


_ Governor or Liserta. Mr. Roberts, the present act- 
ing governor of Libera, has been elected to the office of 
governor in the place of the late Governor Buchaian. 


LiGHT HOUSES OF THE UNION. The estimated cost of 
supplying the light houses of the union with oil, glasses, 
wicks, &c. for 1842, is $116,735. They embrace 2652 
lamps. Repairs and refitting light houses, $125,357.— 
The salaries of 236 se nee of light houses, 17 of them 
being charged with twu lights each, and one with three, 
$94,038. 30 keepere of floating lights, $15,800. Sea- 
men’s wages, &c. $67,176. Cleaning and repairing, 
$25,499. Annual exammations $4,000. Superintead- 
ent’s commissions, $11,215. ‘Total, $459,822, 


Lovistana. From the New Orleans Bee of January 
17. Scattered along the stony ways of the politician, at 
intervals, few and far between, we pick up now and 
then, a gem fit to adorn the coronet of the republic, and 
we snatch at it with an eager grasp as the lapidary, 
toiling amid Brazilian sands, seizes upon a discover- 
ed diamond. Of this character are the annexed resolu- 
tions, which were introduced in the house of representa- 





tives a few days since by Mr. Sweaze and unanimously 
passed that body on Friday last. 

Be it resolved by the senate and house of representatives 
of, the state of Louiswuna in general assembly convened:— 
‘That the aggressive policy of the British government, in 
its unwarrantable claims to the territory of a sister state, 
in its flagrant violation of the territory of another, in its 
repeated outrages upon American commerce, and most 
especially in its recent interference with its rights of pro- 
perty, in the case of an American vessel thrown by dis- 
aster within its jurisdiction, calls loudly for redress. 

Resolved, ‘That our confidence in our senators and re- 
presentatives in congress, forbids us to fear that the rights 
of American citizens, and the honor of the American 
name, will suffer at their hands. 

Resolved, That we look to the national government 
for the vindication of the national honor, and we pledge 
the hearty co-operation of the state of Louisiana, in all 
that its maintenance may require. 

Resolved, That a copy of ihises resolutions be forward- 
ed to our senators and representatives in congress, to be 
read before that body. 


Misstssirvt. We are indebted to the clerk of the 
steamboat Victorious, for a late Vicksburg Sentinel, con- 
taining the inaugural address of governor Tucker. The 
governor makes a distinction between the state bonds is- 
sued in favor of the Planters bank, and those in favor of 
the Union bank. The former he thinks should be paid— 
unless they were made in violation of the constitution of 
the U. States which prohibits the states from emitting 
paper bills of credit. 

The Union bank bonds, he thinks the state under no 
moral or legal obligation to discharge; but nevertheless 
suggests the propriety of passing a law to assume the 
payment of them, in order to give to the people an oppor- 
tunity of electing members to the legislature who are in 
favor of paying them, if they think fit to doso. Bv the 
constitution of the state every bill pledging the faith of 
the state for the paymeut of money, has to be passed by 
one legislature, then submitted to the people, and if the 
next legislature sanctions it, it becomes a law, not other- 
wise. 

The governor thinks the state ought to refuse its share 
of the proceeds of the distribution act, though he says the 

re-emption feature of that bill might greatly promote 
ler interests. [N. O. Bee. 


New Jersey comMON scHooLs. The annual report of 
the trustees of the school fund has been made to the le- 
gislature of New Jersey now in session Only 83 town- 
ships have been reported out of 140 in the state. In the 
$3 townships reported, there are 891 school districts, and 
54,340 children, 6f which 13,120 do not appear to have 
attended schvol during the year. ‘The number of the 
proper subjects of instruction in the whole state, is stated 
to he 96,954. and of these 45.619 do not appear to have 


ws—total 180; men 42, women 33, boys. ‘several coun 


‘This.is purely voluntary, and exhibits th 
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‘schools. The sum of 30,000 was duly subscribed to the 


State 


collectors from the income of. the 
neys paid by the town. 
the st 
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ty 
fund. | he whole amount of 


, : 
mating the amount received from the state in those 
townships at $16,500, . we ta iatnaga . a the ope 
i i istricts from whic ts have 
ips and portions of districts fr biped ave 


ip col to the trustees of disiricts in "da 
. Sapa Dees i vectors. [0 80) BECKS 1. ships, 
imore during last w: _ From which reports have been from the $39,699 32 


: received, the inhabitants have raised 


the inhabitants. | The last for every dol- 
lar received from the state the ional raised $1 25, 
} growing inte- 
rests of the people on the subject of common schvol 
education. (Excerpt. 


“ Na‘TIONAL DEPOT FOR GUNPOWDER. [It is said that the 
proper coment es at Washington have decided upon pur- 

ile square between Albany and Schenectady 
for a United States gunpowder depot, to be surrounde:! 
with a brick wall six feet high, enclosing twelve maga- 
zines, to contain 5,000 bbls. each. 


PHILADELPHIA TRADE. The annual report of the Phi- 
ladelphia board of trade signed by ‘Thomas P, Cope the 
president, Jan. 17, says, “A committee was appointed last 
‘winter to confer with the canal commissioners, and to 
urge the necessity of a REDUCTION in the cost of transpor- 
tation on our public works. It was suggested that a 
DRAWBACK should be allowed on all goods transported on 
the entire route of the state works between Pittsburg and 
Philadelphia, and that some reduction in.the tolls should 
be made. The commissioners agreed as to the proprie- 
ty ot the measures proposed, and promised at an early 
riod to give their attention to the subject. No change , 
as yettaken place. The consequence has been, that 
much of the produce of the west destined for this city, 
instead of taking the short and direct route by our per 
lic works, has taken the circuitous one by te | of New 
Orleans, or has been attracted to New York, by the 
comparatively low prices of freight on the Ene canal.— 
In March last a company was formed, consisting prin- 
cipally of members oF thts association, for the purpose 
of towing boats descending the Susquehanna canal to 
Havre de Grace, laden with the products of the west 
and the interior of our own state, to this state, by the 
Chesapeake and Delaware canal, and thence back to 
Havre de Grace with merchandise: The success attend- 
ing this enterprise has surpassed the anticipations of 
those engaged in it, and has secured to Philadelphia a 
portion of the trade of our own state that had heretofore 
found Baltimore its most accessible market. Jn order to 
facilitate this trade, a considerable reduction on the ratcs 
of toll has been made by the managers of the Chesa- 
eake and Delaware canal. During the past year four 
undred and fifty-nine boats were towed trom Havre de 
Grace to this city, and five hundred and two boats trom 
this city to Havre de Grace, many of them of 70 tons 
burthen.” 


Rerupration. The London correspondent of the N. 
York Tribune writes, under date of 3d instant: Gen. 
DuffGreen is now here, writing capital letters for-the 
“Morning Chronicle,” on American state bonds. By 
the way, the news of the repudiating doctrine, of which 
you speak with so much alarm, and truly as seems to 
me, has created no sensation here. 


Resumption 1n Onso. Resolutions to enforce imme- 
diate resumption have passed the senate of Ohio, and 
there is but little doubt that a law will pass fixing the 
first of March as the time. 


Scuoots 1n Massacuvusetts. It appears from the se- 
cretary of the board of education, that the whole nnmn- 
ber of public schools in Massachusetts is 1,103, and the 
number of pupils who attend in summer is 131,761, and 
in winter 155,041. The number of teachers is 2,461 
males and 4,112 females. The average of wages paid 

er month, including board, is to males $33 80, and to 
emales $12 81. ‘he number of incorporated acade- 
mies in the state is 80. The average number of schools 
3,825. Amount paid in all for tuition $56,825. Num- 
ber of private schools 1,388. Average number of sciol- 
ars 31,394. Average paid for tuition $259,123. Income 
ot local funds $15,306. Aggregate paid by taxes, by 
private contnbution, and from es funds, for tuinun, 
board of teachers, and fuel, in public and private schools, 
and academies, $359,725. [B. Amer. 


Tariff MEETING. Ata meeting of citizens in Cincii- 
nati on the subjeet of the tariff on the 13th ins’. a com- 
mittee was appointed to report a memorial to congress 1! 
relation to the promotion and protection of American in- 
dustry. Atan adjourned meeting on the 17th inst. a 
memorial was accordingly presented on the part of the 
committee by Mr. Mansfield, one of its members. Other 
meetings and proceedings have been of late held in_v- 
rious parts of the country looking to the protection of the 
respective interests which are suffering by the pres! 
compromise act, 


Tennessez. The senate of Tennessee has adopted 
the resolutions introduced by Mr. Laughlin, (V. B.) 
choosing Hopkins L. Turney and Thomas Brown, U- 
S. senators—another humbug, says the Nashville Whiz, 
whieh the house will hardly be a party to, so far as 
consent to entertain the resolution. 

Since the above we have seen Nashville papers of 4 
later date which state that Mr. Laughlin’s resolutions 
have been laid on the table by the house of represen!:- 
tives. It has also passed a resolution to go into the elec- 
tion of United States senators on the 7th inst. and anot!.- 








the benefit of the schools. Doubtless many attend private 


er in favor of the repeal of the bankrupt law. [N. O. Bec. 
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